
THE INTERNATIONAL ANIMATION ASSOCIATION
Nov 2018

I still think it’s in your head.

it’s not like 
that. it isn’t 
just the being 
watched. 

it’s the timing. I think i 
just need to book some 
vacation soon.

hmm.

probably a 
good idea. get 
into the right 
frame rate of 
mind.

yeah.

I DON’T KNOW.
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Domee Shi’s Bao was released with Incredibles 2. 

SF FILM PRESENTED A WONDERFUL PROGRAM 
OF PIXAR SHORTS AT THE CASTRO TO ITS 
INVITED GUESTS The Sat. morning show was full of 
laughter from an auditorium full of kids and parents.  It really was 
nice escaping into Pixar’s wholesome world after weeks of the 
media being full of depressing political stories.  Adding to the fun 
was having the young animators responsible for Bao on stage 
answering questions from the audience.   SF Film is the new 
name for the group that runs the annual SF International Film 
Festival.   
 The good news is that if you don’t already have a 
DVD/Blu-ray of Pixar shorts, Pixar Shorts: Volume 3 will be 
available November 13.  The updated collection includes the 
Oscar winner Piper, and nominees Sanjay’s Super 
Team and Lou plus Bao (it is a charming film and I 
expect it to be nominated in January for an Oscar).  
There are also extra bonus features. 
 The short films on Pixar Shorts: Volume 3 are Bao, released 
with Incredibles 2 (2018); Lou, released with Cars 
3 (2017); Piper, released with Finding Dory (2016); 
Sanjay’s Super Team, released with The Good 
Dinosaur (2015); Riley’s First Date?, released with DVD 
of Inside Out (2015); Lava, released with Inside 
Out (2015); Radiator Springs 500 1/2, released with an 
episode from the Tales from Radiator Springs series 
(2014); The Blue Umbrella , released with Monsters 
University (2013); Party Central , released with Muppets 
Most Wanted (2013); Partysaurus Rex, released with 
Finding Nemo 3D (2012); Legend of Mor’du (6:48), 
released with DVD of Brave (2012); plus bonus “mini-
movies:”  Marine Life Interviews & Miss Fritter’s Racing 
Skoool  and Making Bao, a featurette in which director 
Domee Shi shares her secret recipe for making an animated 
short, which involves her rich cultural heritage, unique 
relationship with her mom and her love of food,  
and Caricature: A Horrible Way of Saying ‘I Love You,’ a 
look at some hilarious story artists’ representations of their 
colleagues at Pixar, where the utmost sign of respect and 
admiration from your peers is to become a caricature. 
 

 
ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, SHOWN AT OUR SEPT. 
ASIFA EVENT, IS A WONDERFUL, FUNNY SHORT 
Having David Fine and Allison Snowden back in SF to talk 
about their new film and to screen several of their previous 
humorous gems was a delightful treat. (They presented 
ASIFA-SF a program over 20 years ago.) The new work is 
a group counseling session in a psychiatrist’s office.  It 
includes Lorraine, a leech who suffers from separation 
anxiety; Cheryl, a praying mantis who can’t seem to keep 
her man; Todd, a pig with an eating disorder; Jeffrey, a bird 
with guilt issues; Linda, an obsessive-compulsive cat,, and 
a new member, Victor, an ape with anger-management 
problem\s.  It should be online next year.  The SF screening 
also included their award winning shorts, clips from their 
work for TV, information about writing for Nick Park, a 
sample of their TV commercials and much more.  Nick and 
Alison were classmates. 

They came to SF after being in LA where the 
National Film Board of Canada was promoting their 
recently completed productions.  I hope it gets the couple 
another Oscar nomination (they won an Oscar for Bob’s 
Birthday and Academy Award nominations for Second 
Class Male and George and Rosemary. While they were in 
LA they were interviewed by awn.com.  In the 
conversation they explain why they have high praise for 
TV Paint, the 2D CG system they used.  Read the article at 
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/walk-wild-side-
alison-snowden-david-fine-talk-animal-behaviour 

 
“RAT RACE” - A SHORT FILM STORY BY STEVE 
CUTTS  This cynical short about modern society and 
finding happiness in the rat race of life is an impressive 
4 minutes.  It turns out Steve is a London based artist, 
and 15 of his shorts are posted on his website  

http://www.stevecutts.com/animation.html 



 
LOONEY TUNES ARE COMING BACK I have no 
idea what the upcoming series will be like, but the 
publicity art suggests somebody at the studio 
understands the art style of Bob Clampett.   They are 
producing 1,000 minutes of animation that will be 
distributed across digital, mobile and broadcast 
platforms and will premiere in 2019.  The advanced 
publicity says the works will have a “cartoonist-driven 
approach to storytelling. Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, 
Porky Pig and other marquee Looney Tunes characters 
will be featured in their classic pairings in simple, gag-
driven and visually vibrant stories. Each cartoon will 
vary from one to six minutes in length and, from the 
premise on through to the jokes, will be ‘written’ and 
drawn by the cartoonists allowing their own personality 
and style to come through in each cartoon.”  
 

 

WILL VINTON HAS GONE TO CARTOONIST 
HEAVEN (IF THERE IS ONE) He and Bob Gardiner 
created Closed Monday which won an Oscar in 1975.  
The film’s success showed the world that stop-motion 
clay animation could be a wonderful art form.  Their 
distributor Pyramid was able to sell lots of 16mm prints 
to schools in the U.S.   
  Vinton went to U.C. Berkeley and Bob was at 
California College of Arts and Crafts when they met. 

Closed Mondays was completed in Portland.  Vinton 
coined a new word for his art form that went from being 
a registered trademark to becoming the well-known 
generic word “Claymation.”   

Several of his later works won Oscar 
nominations including his shorts Rip Van Winkle 
(1978), The Creation (1981) and The Great Cognito 
(1983).  He was recognized with an Academy Award 
nomination for his visual effects work on Walter 
Murch's Return to Oz (1985) and he won an outstanding 
animated program Primetime Emmy for A Claymation 
Christmas Celebration (1987).  

Another of his noted works started out locally as 
a hand drawn animatic.  It was drawn by Kevin Coffey 
while he worked at Colossal Pictures in SF.  The 
California Raisin Board liked it, but decided that the ad 
should be in Claymation.   The ad featured a raisin 
dancing to the Motown hit I Heard It Through the 
Grapevine.  One of the puppets is (or was) on display in 
the Smithsonian Institution.   

Vinton died after a 12-year battle with multiple 
myeloma.  He was 70.  A documentary about Vinton, 
Welcome to My Daydream will be released next year.  

 

 
SIGNE BAUMANE HAS A NEW WEBSITE 
PROMOTING HER WORK IN PROGRESS ON 
HER NEXT FILM “MY LOVE AFFAIR WITH 
MARRIAGE” It has many photographs illustrating the 
film's production process including creating and lighting 
sets, stop motion  work, 2D animation and more. She 
needed 43 actors to record the dialogue tracks. There is a 
video of Director Signe Baumane talking about her 
inspirations for making the film.  She says the website is 
like a coffee table book!  Check it out at your 
leisure.  www.MyLoveAffairWithMarriageMovie.com  

 

Signe needs your help She has a new 
fundraising campaign to complete the film.  The goal is 
to raise $80,000 so she can hire two additional assistants 
to help her complete the production for an early 2021 
release. Signe’s first animated feature is Rocks in my 
Pocket (www.rocksinmypocketsmovie.com) and she 
has created a number of outrageous shorts that are 
online. 
https://www.myloveaffairwithmarriagemovie.com/donate 



 
 

 
ANIMATION IS FILM WAS JUST HELD IN LA 
Animation Is Film, held Oct. 19 – 21, honored both 
Hollywood and Independent animated features.  It 
opened with the North American premiere of Mamoru 
Hosoda’s Mirai (Japan).  The other features in the 
competition were Another Day of Life  (Poland/Spain, 
dirs: Raul de la Fuente, Damian Nenow, USA Premiere),  
Bunuel in the Labyrinth of the Turtles  (Spain, dir: 
Salvador Simo, World Premiere), 
Funan  (Belgium/France/Cambodia, dir: Denis Do, 
North American Premiere), I Want to Eat Your 
Pancreas  (Japan, dir: Shin’ichiro Ushijima, North 
American Premiere), Okko's Inn  (Japan, dir: Kitaro 
Kosaka, North American Premiere), 
Pachamama  (Argentina/France, dir: Juan Antin, World 
Premiere), Penguin Highway  (Japan, dir: Hiroyasu 
Ishida, Los Angeles Premiere), Ruben Brandt, 
Collector  (Hungary, dir: Milorad Krstic); Seder-
Masochism  (USA, dir: Nina Paley, LA Premiere) and 
Tito and the Birds  (Brazil, dirs: Gabriel Bitar, Andre 
Catoto, Gustavo Steinberg, USA Premiere). 
 The event also featured select footage from 
Ralph Breaks the Internet from Disney and Spider-
Man: Into the Spider-Verse from Sony Pictures 
Animation.  They also presented a 20th anniversary 
screening of DreamWorks Animation's The Prince of 
Egypt.  

The festival was produced by GKIDS in 
partnership with the Annecy International Animation 
Film Festival, Variety and Fathom Events. 
  

CONTROVERSY AT ANIMATION IS FILM The 
organizers invited Kobe Bryant to be on the jury, but 
protesters objected as Kobe was the subject of a rape 
case in 2003.  The organizers chose to un-invite him 
when the case was brought up.  The retired Lakers star 
turned animation producer said he believed it was a 
consensual sexual encounter.  The charges were dropped 
after Bryant’s accuser refused to testify.  She later filed a 
civil suit against him, which was settled out of court 
with Bryant admitting no guilt. 
 

MATT GROENING’S ‘DISENCHANTMENT’ 
RENEWED THROUGH 2021 Netflix has ordered new 
episodes for 2019 and 2020 and 2021. The series  follows 
the misadventures of hard-drinking young princess Bean, 

her feisty elf companion Elfo, and her personal demon, 
Luci.   
 

 
NO ACCOUNTING FOR TASTE Season 2 of 
DreamWorks Animation Television's series The Boss 
Baby: Back in Business, is “one of Netflix's most 
successful kids and family series to date.” In the series 
“Baby Corp has been left without a CEO, giving rise to 
an up-and-comer from the R&D division: Turtleneck 
Superstar CEO Baby. When she unveils her 
breakthrough Stinkless Serum to keep babies smelling 
their absolute best, Boss Baby and the gang must work 
quickly to keep this magic cure-all out of the hands of 
puppies, kittens, and, what Boss Baby believes to be 
their greatest threat yet: old people!” 

 
Nickelodeon’s Loud House’ began as a submission to the 

network’s Animated Shorts Program. 
COMEDY CENTRAL LAUNCHES ANIMATED 
SHORTS PROGRAM The new search is looking for 
comedic ideas that the network that can develop 
according to executive vice presidents and co-heads of 
talent and development Sarah Babineau and Jonas 
Larsen.  Their past searches have resulted in the hit 
animated series Loud House.  Comedy Central’s 
program is designed as an artist development incubator 
that provides creators with the unique opportunity to get 
their ideas directly to network’s development team.  
New works have also been produced for programs 
like The Daily Show with Trevor Noah,  Broad 
City,  Drunk History and Comedy Central Presents: 
Stand-Up. 

The Animated Shorts Program is now open for 
submissions from creative talent living in North 
America. The program seeks submissions one to three 
minutes in length featuring any and all styles and 
techniques of animation, including 2-D, digital 2-D, CG, 



stop-motion or mixed media. Deadline for submissions 
is December 31, 2018. 
https://viasignup.viacom.com/ccanimation/Pages/Pitc
hSubmission.aspx 
 

 
DISNEY ADMITS THEY HAVE OVER-
SATURATED THE MARKET WITH STAR WARS 
MOVIES After months of rumors and speculation, 
Disney CEO Bob Iger has confirmed that its production 
and release of Star Wars movies will be scaled back.  
Iger admitted that he had made a mistake, and that there 
had been “too much, too fast”, in an interview with the 
Hollywood Reporter. He added: “You can expect some 
slowdown … we’re going to be a little bit more careful 
about volume and timing.” 

Disney’s problem was Solo: A Star Wars Story, 
was a flop at the box office.  Iger did not elaborate on 
the future of the two spinoffs believed to be in 
development, a Boba Fett film to be directed by James 
Mangold and an Obi-Wan Kenobi film with Stephen 
Daldry rumored to direct.  He did confirm that Game of 
Thrones creators David Benioff and DB Weiss “are 
developing [Star Wars] sagas of their own” and that JJ 
Abrams “is busy making [Episode] IX”.  It remains 
untitled, but it is expected to be released in December 
2019. 

 

DISNEY HOTELS STRIKE IS OVER Disneyland 
Resort hotel workers approve a new contract with a $15-
an-hour minimum wage.  Disneyland workers began to 
demonstrate for higher wages at the entrance to the 
Disneyland Resort in Anaheim on July 3.  After months 
of demonstrations and protests, hotel workers at the 
Resort overwhelmingly approved a contract that boosts 
hourly salaries by at least 40% over two years and it 
clears the way for staff to get bonuses that were 
promised last year.   

The five-year contract establishes wages and 
benefits for about 2,700 Disney workers, including 
housekeepers, valets, cooks, bellhops, servers and other 
staff at the resort’s three hotels. Terms are retroactive to 
February 2017.  The agreement raises the starting salary 
to a minimum of $15 an hour, starting in January, up 
from $13.25, and pays workers a $1,000 bonus that was 
promised after the Republican tax plan was approved 
last year. 

Housekeepers get a minimum hourly pay raises 
to $15.80 immediately.  Their starting pay for that job 
had been $11 an hour.  Members of Unite Here Local 11 
voted 96% in favor of the contract, the union said.  
There are also affordable healthcare options and free 
educational opportunities with a new program called 
Disney Aspire that pays for hourly Disneyland Resort 
employees to take vocational or language classes and to 
pursue bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

The union commissioned a study that was 
released in February that showed 73% of the employees 
questioned said they didn't earn enough to pay for their 
basic human needs (rent, food. gas, etc.). The study of 
workers at Disneyland and California Adventure Park 
also said that 11% of resort employees have been 
homeless or have not had a place of their own in the last 
two years. 

Disney representatives called the study 
“inaccurate and unscientific,” but the union’s tactics 
seemed to have paid off.  The union represents nearly 
10,000 workers at the Disneyland Resort.  The resort has 
about 30,000 employees.  

This year, union members also collected about 
20,000 signatures to place a measure on the Nov. 6 
ballot in Anaheim that requires all large hospitality 
companies that accept a tax subsidy to pay a living 
wage. 
 

 
NFB OF CANADA TO MOVE TO NEW 
QUARTERS IN 2019 The National Film Board of 
Canada was founded in Ottawa in 1939.  It moved in 
1956 into a large government building in Montreal that 
was once a cutting-edge facility and the only one of its 
kind north of Hollywood. When I visited it years ago I 
was impressed with the in house color processing lab, 
the sound facilities, the animation equipment, and most 
of all meeting some of their star animators and seeing 
dozens of cartoons on the walls, mainly by John 
Weldon.  

In the fall of 2019 they move to several floors of 
the Balmoral building in the Quartier des Spectacles, 
which will include an “enticing space” that will be open 
to the public. Visit mediaspace.nfb.ca/epk/nfbalmoral 
. 

NFB productions have won over 7,000 awards, 
including 20 Canadian Screen Awards, 17 Webbys, 12 
Oscars, 74 Academy Award nominations and more than 
100 Genies. The NFB says they have had more Oscar 
nominations than any other organization outside 
Hollywood: in 79 years, and counting. 



In 2017–2018, NFB productions won a record 
154 Canadian and international awards. 

The great Ravi Shankar came to the NFB in 
1957, to write and record music for Norman McLaren’s 
film A Chairy Tale.  Frank Zappa and his band, the 
Mothers of Invention, came here to record music for 
Robin Spry’s 1966 short film Ride for Your Life, live in 
studio. 
 
ED CATMULL, PRESIDENT OF PIXAR, TO 
RETIRE He co-founded Pixar along with Steve Jobs 
and John Lasseter. He will step down next year in July 
and stay on as an adviser. 

 
'LILO & STITCH' LIVE-ACTION REMAKE IN THE 
WORKS AT DISNEY Dan Lin and Jonathan Eirich, 
who are already working on the live-action remake of 
Aladdin, are producing what will be a live-action/CG 
hybrid of Lilo & Stitch (2002).  The original film was 
written and directed by Dean DeBlois and Chris 
Sanders, who later found acclaim with How to Train 
Your Dragon. While Lilo & Stitch was not a great box-
office hit, the well-regarded movie was a bright spot in a 
down period of Disney’s animation history and launched 
several direct-to-video sequels as well as several 
television series. It is unclear whether the new project is 
intended for theatrical release or for Disney's streaming 
service that is set to launch in 2019. 
Disney is presently “mining” its past animated classics 
and repurposing them as live-action tentpole 
events. Cinderella, The Jungle Book, Beauty and the 
Beast and Pete’s Dragon are some of the recent releases, 
and new versions of Dumbo, The Lion King 
and Aladdin are presently in production.  Aladdin is due 
in theaters May 24, 2019.  Guy Ritchie directed the 
movie, which stars Will Smith as the Genie.  
 
THE AWARD SEASON IS BEGINNING AND 
PIXAR WINS ANOTHER TROPHY 
Pixar's Incredibles 2 will receive the Hollywood 
animation award. Directed by Brad Bird, the sequel to 
the 2004 hit The Incredibles features a voice cast that 
includes Holly Hunter and Craig T. Nelson.   The 22nd 
annual Hollywood Film Awards will be held Nov. 4 at 
the Beverly Hilton.  The event is produced by Dick 

Clark Productions, which shares a parent company 
with The Hollywood Reporter.  
 
ANOTHER HOLE IN THE HEAD FILM FESTIVAL 
IN SF The program Strangers with Eye Candy is a 
collection of animated short films from around the 
world.  There will be a Q & A with some of the directors 
after the screening.  Dec. 9, 3pm, New People 
Cinema, 1746 Post St., SF.  
https://www.ahith.com/events/strangers-with-eye-
candy-animated-films-short-block-12 
 
 

 
UNCOMFORTABLE MEMORIES OF ROY 
DISNEY WERE TRIGGERED BY THE 
KAVANAUGH HEARINGS Abigail Disney is the 
daughter of Roy E. Disney. He is perhaps best-known 
for organizing the ousting of two top Disney executives: 
Ron Miller in 1984, and Michael Eisner in 2005. She is a 
filmmaker. She wrote online that watching the hearings 
brought out painful memories about growing up.  Her 
father could present a “lovely, sweet” face to the world if 
needed, and was not constantly angry,” but she said, 
“When he did rage it was terrifying.  Generally what 
would send him into a rage was the same thing that sets 
off Judge Kavanaugh.” She continued, “Our crimes were 
mostly thought crimes.” “What linked them,” she said, 
was when her father “felt that his status and entitlement 
were being threatened or questioned.” 

Disney was careful to make it clear that her 
father never hurt her physically, “But when you are six 
and your father rages, it feels that way, believe me.”  She 
likened what she saw as a child to Kavanaugh’s 
demeanor on the Thursday he spoke after Ford gave her 
testimony. 

Disney made it clear that her father eventually 
got the help he needed to change. Not just for his alcohol 
addiction, she said, but also for “his sense of his own 
rank and entitlement. He needed to come to an 
understanding that he was just a man, and was not owed 
more than everyone else around him.” 

“He did change and that’s an incredibly 
powerful and amazing thing,” Disney continued. She 
then said she believes Kavanaugh needs similar help, 
and urged the senate not to confirm him. 



 

GUILLERMO DEL TORO SET TO DIRECT, 
WRITE, AND PRODUCE STOP MOTION 
ANIMATED “PINOCCHIO” Academy Award 
winning filmmaker Guillermo del Toro is making his 
animated feature film directorial debut at Netflix with 
his lifelong passion project, Pinocchio, which he will 
also write and produce as a stop-motion musical.  Del 
Toro said, “In our story, Pinocchio is an innocent soul 
with an uncaring father who gets lost in a world he 
cannot comprehend.  He embarks on an extraordinary 
journey that leaves him with a deep understanding of his 
father and the real world.  
 
42nd ANNECY INTERNATIONAL ANIMATION 
FESTIVAL Annecy, France    11-16 June 2018 
ANNECY SALUTES BRAZIL WITH A CARNIVAL 
OF FILMS Unfortunately there was not enough Samba 
music, but there were lots of excellent Brazilian films 
and many animators on hand to celebrate the rich 
tradition of Brazilian animation.  2018 was also the 100th 
anniversary of the first screening of the Brazilian 
animated film, O Kaiser by caricaturist Alvaro Marins 
better known as Seth.  Although the country’s first 
animated feature film, Amazon Symphony by Anelio 
Latini Filho, was not made until 1953, the country now 
has a recognized standing in the animation world. 

In 2013 the feature film Rio 2096: A Story of 
Love and Fury directed by Luiz Bolgnesi won the 
Annecy Cristal for best feature film.  The next year The 
Boy and the World by Brazilian Ale Abreu went on to 
capture the Cristal for the best feature animation as well 
as winning many other awards internationally, also being 
nominated for an Oscar. 

The program of recent short Brazilian animation 
showcased a wide variety of themes and styles.  The 
earliest film screened was the 1986 Quando os 
morcegos calma (When Bats Are Quiet).  The 5 minute 
film by Fabio Lignini is the story of a man making his 
way through a dark and stormy night to a spooky house 
where surprises await him.  The film was co-produced 
by the National Film Board of Canada and it won the 
Debut Prize at the Hiroshima Festival in 1987.  Fabio is 
now a Supervising Animator at DreamWorks. 

There were also programs of Brazilian animated 
TV series as well as commissioned works.  Between 
Frames – The Art of Brazilian Animation, a feature 
length documentary traced the history of the country’s 
animation from its inception in 1917 to the present.  The 
Boy and the World was shown at the Open Air Cinema 
on the lawn by the lake.  The festival screens a different 
animated film nightly free of charge expressly for the 
local audience. 

 
The opening night film was Dilili in Paris, 

Michel Ocelot’s new film.  All of Michel’s films are a 
treat for the eyes and ears and I found this film truly 
magical.  Set in Belle Époque Paris, one of the major 
artistic heydays, the story revolves around Dilili, a 
young Kanak girl.  Kanak is the name of the indigenous 
Melanesian inhabitants of New Caledonia who, in the 
film, were in Paris to serve in a living diorama. 

After a rash of kidnappings of young girls in 
Paris, Dilili, with the help of her delivery boy friend, 
decides to investigate.  In the course of her investigation 
she encounters amazing characters, many of whom were 
actually living during the Belle Époque such as Toulouse 
Lautrec and Marcel Proust.  Each person that she meets 
gives her clues that help her to solve the mysterious 
disappearances and to reunite the girls with their 
families. 
Michel’s attention to detail in the architecture, store 
fronts, and posters of the period – even down to the 
street signs and light fixtures, is amazing.  He has 
recreated the era so perfectly that as I watched the film I 
forgot that I was in a seat in a theatre and felt that I was 
on the streets of Paris during that amazing period of 
history.  Michel told me that the 2D and 3D figures 
against the photorealistic backgrounds are based on 
photographs that he himself had taken of Paris. 

The infectious musical score was composed by 
Gabriel Yared who composed the music for Cold 
Mountain.  There is also music composed by renowned 
musicians of that era such as Erik Satie which adds to 
the authenticity of that period of history.  Diili in Paris 
will be in theatres in October of this year. 

 
Nina Paley is a one woman dynamo.  As with 

her previous award winning feature, Sita Sings the 
Blues, which won the Best Feature Cristal at Annecy in 



2008, Nina wrote, directed, animated, and edited her 
new 78 minute feature film Seder-Masochism. 

Nina’s take on the meaning of the Seder and The 
Book of Exodus as retold by Moses, his brother Aaron, 
The Angel of Death, Jesus, and Nina’s father as God is 
outrageously hilarious.  Blending the Old Testament 
icons with autobiographical asides, the film is narrated 
by her late father who explains the story of Exodus while 
lamenting his daughter’s financial insecurity.  Along the 
way there is a sequence of animated assembly line 
circumcisions and a Seder plate with a revolving shank 
bone.  

As if that weren’t enough, the burning bush, the 
Ten Commandments, the plagues, and the parting of the 
Red Sea are all reinvented in song and dance numbers a-
la Busby Berkeley set to such recognizable songs as 
Moses Supposes from the 1950’s classic film Singing in 
the Rain to Lennon and McCartney’s Helter Skelter and 
Gloria Gaynor’s I Will Survive. 

Nina, a great champion of Goddesses, said that 
when she first began the movie she wasn’t sure which 
direction it would go in.  Finally she realized that the 
film was really about The Goddess, who is invisible in 
the Old Testament until according to Nina “you start to 
look for her and then you start recognizing her 
everywhere”.  Seder-Masochism pits the Great Mother 
in a tragic struggle against the forces of Patriarchy. 

Nina is a believer in Creative Commons and 
does not believe in the traditional copyright format.  As 
a result she did not bother to get the rights for any of the 
music.  I am afraid that this will greatly reduce the 
chances of a theatrical release of the film.  However it 
has already been shown at several festivals and won the 
Feature Film Audience Award at Animator in Poznan, 
Poland, so hopefully you will have the opportunity to see 
Seder-Masochism at a festival near you.  Don’t miss it! 

 
The winner of the Jury Prize and the Audience 

Award in the Short Film Competition at Annecy was 
Weekends.  Canadian animator Trevor Jimenez’s 15 
minute film is about a small boy who is shuffled 
between the homes of his newly divorced parents.  
Beautifully drawn surreal moments mix with the 
domestic realities of a family broken apart.  

At the Director’s Chat, Jimenez said that the 
film, set in 1980’s Toronto, was based on his own 
experience of his parents’ divorce when he was a small 
boy.  Weekends has no dialogue, rather it uses music to 
portray different emotions.  His mother loved 
Beethoven, so he used classical piano music for scenes 
with her.  His father played Dire Straits’ 1985 album 
Brothers In Arms so he used the British band’s song 
Money For Nothing when he is with his father in the 
film.  His father was an antique dealer and the apartment 
where he lived was full of priceless antiques. In contrast 
his mother’s home looked like a normal house with an 
upright piano. A video of the chat is posted online at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJNFgpX19pY 

Trevor works at Pixar as a story artist.  He made 
Weekends through the studio’s co-op program which 
encourages employees to work on their own projects in 
their free time.  Along with his double wins at Annecy, 
his film has won major awards at several other festivals 
and has qualified to be in the running for an Oscar 
nomination. 

 
The National Film Board of Canada (NFB) 

consistently produces high quality films and this year is 
no exception.  The Oscar winning husband and wife 
team of Alison Snowden and David Fine have had a long 
relationship with the NFB and it was good to see them 
back at festivals with their new film Animal Behavior. 
   In the 14 minute hand drawn film, five animals 
meet weekly to discuss their inner angst in a group 
therapy session led by Doctor Clement, a canine 
psychotherapist.  When the regular group made up of 
Lorraine, a leech suffering from separation anxiety;  
Cheryl, a praying mantis who can’t seem to keep a man; 
Todd, a pig with what else but an eating disorder; 
Jeffery, a bird with guilt issues; and Linda, an obsessive-
compulsive cat, are joined by a reluctant new member of 
the group, everything changes.  Victor, an ape with 
anger management issues, does not have any empathy 
for the problems of the other group members and doesn’t 
mind telling them so.   

The film is extremely funny on the surface but 
underneath it deals with real problems and situations that 
we all run across in our daily lives. 



 
I have never been too interested in Virtual 

Reality.  I have no desire to climb Mount Everest much 
less do it virtually but I am beginning to change my 
mind about VR as I have the opportunity to see it used to 
tell more complex and interesting stories.  Some very 
excellent animators are beginning to create some 
fascinating VR work that actually tells a story.  Last year 
there was Michelle and Uri Kranot’s Nothing Happens 
at Annecy and this year there were 11 VR projects. 
https://vimeo.com/202364252 

I was lucky enough to get a private showing of 
Gymnasia.  The VR project has been created by the 
talented team of Chris Lavis and Maciek Szczerbowski 
who made the award winning film Madam Tutli Putli 
(2007).  The stop-motion puppet and animated objects 
project is still in the early stages of production, but the 2 
minute 30 second clip that I saw was very impressive. 

After donning the head set I entered a surreal 
school gymnasium where a young boy is singing in a 
haunting, eerie voice.  The boy continued to sing and 
stare at me with an intense gaze as I traveled 360 degrees 
around the room where I experienced “the rituals of 
childhood – playing ball games, school lessons, and 
choir recitals”.  The entire experience gave me the 
strange feeling I had the first time I watched the 
ventriloquist’s dummy in William Goldman’s film 
Magic.  I am curious to see what direction Gymnasia is 
going to take and look forward to seeing the finished 
project.   
  The film is a collaboration between Clyde Henry 
Productions, the NFB, and Felix and Paul Studios.  
Clyde Henry Productions is Chris and Maciek’s 
Production Company.  The pair have a history of 
working with the National Film Board of Canada but it 
is the first time that they have also worked with Felix 
and Paul Studios.  Felix and Paul Studios is a pioneer in 
the VR industry. 

This year MIFA (International Animation Film 
Market) was bigger than ever with 825 exhibitors from 
75 countries.  Eight countries had booths for the first 
time this year:  Cameroon, Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Ireland, Switzerland, Hungary, and Georgia.   

For the second year in a row Women in 
Animation (WAI) and Les Femmes S’Animent (LFA) 
hosted the Women in Animation World Summit in 

conjunction with MIFA.  The day long symposium of 
panel discussions covered a wide range of topics.  
Centered on this year’s theme Inclusion, they ranged 
from “What 50/50 Means to Male Allies” to a 
“Conversation with Oscar Celebrated Women” Directors 
about what it takes to create an award winning films.  
The three women on that panel, Dorota Kobiela, 
Director of Loving Vincent; Norma Twomey, Director 
of The Breadwinner; and Vicky Jensen, Director of 
Shrek and Shark Tale, discussed their experiences and 
challenges.  

Traditionally the MIFA Animation Industry 
Award has gone to a person who has made a great 
contribution to the animation industry.  For the first time 
the award went to an organization this year, Women in 
Animation. 

The MIFA Campus was initiated last year to 
encourage students and young talent and give them an 
opportunity to meet and interact with some of the top 
names in the animation world.  For the second edition 
the renowned, triple Oscar winning animator Richard 
Williams was the patron.  Richard’s educational book 
The Animators Survival Kit, his 16 DVD Box Set and 
iPad app have trained many of today’s top animators.  At 
the Conversation with Richard Williams session he 
shared his 60 year creative journey in animation and 
offered artistic advice to young animators. 

The day long MIFA Campus symposium offered 
three types of events.  Workshops with featured artists, 
teachers and other experts in the field of animation 
sharing their knowledge with the students.  The 
Initiatives and Schemes event presented information 
about residencies and talent incubators in France and 
abroad.  At A Chat With . . . sessions representatives of 
studios talked about their work environment, job 
prospects, and the kind of profiles they are looking for. 

Each year the MIFA Pitches presents projects 
that are in the first stages of development and looking 
for producers, distributors, and/or financers.  The 
projects are presented in one of four categories: Short 
Films, Features, TV Series, and Specials, Interactive 
Creations and Trans Media. 

The 37 projects presented this year came from a 
diverse group of countries ranging from France and 
South Africa to Peru.  Animators from Jamaica, 
Guatemala, and Montenegro took part for the first time 
this year.  Prizes ranged from the purchase of a short 
film by Arte to the Folimage prize of an 8 to 12 month 
animation residency.  The Ciclic Award was 35,000 
Euros along with a 6 month residency in Vendôme. 

In a special alliance with Annecy and MIFA, 
Latin American feature films and TV series projects 
were selected to be pitched at ANIMATION! Pitching 
sessions 2017 in Buenos Aires.  The five winners of this 
session were part of a special ANIMATION! Focus 
program at MIFA.  At their presentation the audience 



was introduced to the directors and shown all or parts of 
the films. 

The projects were very diverse but two really 
caught my eye.  The feature film Confite about a puppy 
and the little girl who finds him is beautifully drawn.  
The second project, a television series titled What 
Would Jesus Do?  is all about what would have 
happened is Jesus hadn’t gone to heaven on the third day 
that he rose from the dead after his crucifixion?  You 
might assume that he stayed living the “glamorous life” 
as God’s son, but according to this pilot he didn’t.  The 
series purposes to follow the struggles he faces with his 
two best friends, The Dove and The Leper as they 
struggle just to pay the rent.  I am not sure exactly who 
this series is aimed at, but I liked the mix of cut out and 
traditional hand drawn animation and the part that I saw 
was extremely funny.   

Annecy is not just about watching films, it is 
also about networking and the best place to do that is at 
parties.  This year in celebration of the 100th anniversary 
of Estonian independence and the 60th birthday of the 
famous Tallinn based puppet studio Nukufilms, the 
Estonian delegation threw a first class party.  The 
celebration was a beautifully catered event located in the 
massive old stone stables where the French Kings kept 
their hunting horses when they came to that region to 
hunt.  Annecy and the surrounding mountains were one 
of their favorite hunting grounds.  Along with delicious 
regional food and plenty of drink the grounds 
surrounding the party were the perfect place to sit and 
chat with friends. 

One of the highlights of the week is always the 
German reception. The event was co-hosted by MFG 
Filmforderung Baden-Wurttemberg, The Stuttgart 
International Animation Festival, FMX, The Animation 
Production Day, German Films, The German Short Film 
Association, and Dok Leipzig.  Guests were bussed 
down the lake to a lovely restaurant where we were 
served a delicious buffet meal.  Tables were scattered 
around the lawn and lakeside making it the perfect place 
to relax for a couple of hours away from all the hassle 
and bustle of the festival.  Even the rain couldn’t 
dampen our spirits.  

Each year Shelly Page hosts the DreamWorks 
picnic and she is the perfect hostess.  Shelly is an 
international talent consultant for leading animation 
studios such as Aardman Studios.  She knows everyone 
in the animation industry so the DreamWorks picnic is 
the place to be.  You can chat with all of the major 
animators and industry people while enjoying a picnic 
under the trees. 

The Hiroshima Festival party held in the Bonlieu 
café is always good silly fun.  Along with delicious food 
and plentiful drink Sayoko Kinoshita, the very vibrant 
co-founder and director of the Hiroshima International 
Animation Festival, holds a raffle called Shakey-Shakey 

which is what everyone chants as Sayoko shakes the box 
after every drawing. 

Not to be outdone by anyone, Nordic Animation 
treated us to their annual Champagne Breakfast at their 
MIFA booth and the Greek Animation team had the 
champagne flowing and lots of delicious food at their 
MIFA reception. 

A very special once in a life time party was 
hosted by Jonas Raeber of Swampfilms.  The celebration 
in honor of 50 years of the Swiss Film Group was billed 
as 50 bottles for 50 years.  Jonas ringed the inside of the 
dry fountain behind the Bonleiu with 50 bottles of very 
nice red wine and wonderful Swiss cheese.  While the 
Annecy Plus band, Nik on soprano sax and Rolf Bächler 
from Switzerland  on his mini-snare drum, serenaded the 
guests, Jonas opened the bottles and the guests 
proceeded to toast Swiss animation and drink red wine 
while nibbling some cheese.  The Swiss delegation also 
hosted a formal reception on another day at the Hotel 
Splendid. 

Over the years the picnic that Nik and I host has 
become the place to be on Saturday afternoon at Annecy. 
Everyone brings something to eat or drink to share and 
we all sit on the lawn near the big tree at the edge of the 
lake and talk and relax after a very busy week.  There is 
always an amazing array of food and drink.  Once again 
this year the Spanish contingent brought a Spanish ham 
with the carving machine, there is usually Russian vodka 
and caviar and lots of wonderful French pastries. For a 
few hours professionals and students relax sitting next to 
each other and enjoy each other’s company.  Music is 
provided by Nik and Rolf and anyone else who has 
brought an instrument.   

The big event of the picnic is the paddleboat 
race.  It is quite funny to see animators who have been 
partying all afternoon take to the water in paddleboats 
and race furiously to make it around the island in Lake 
Annecy and back to the starting line.  There are no rules 
except that you must go around the island and back to 
the starting line to win.  People have been known to 
jump from boat to boat and when it is hot enough, even 
get in the water to slow opponents boats down.  All the 
while the spectators and judges are cheering the racers 
on.  Competition for the honor of winning the race is so 
stiff that it is rumored that some people even have their 
computers hooked up to stationary bicycles so they can 
train all year long. 

Twin brothers Veljko and Milivoj Popovc from 
Croatia were absolutely sure that they were going to win 
the race this year.  They were quite sad when they lost, 
but at the closing ceremony that evening their delightful 
film Biciklisti (Cyclists) won a Cristal Jury Distinction 
Award.  They said in their acceptance speech from the 
stage “This afternoon we were very unhappy that we did 
not win the paddle boat race at Nik and Nancy’s picnic 
but winning this award makes up for it”.  The Award 



also means that Cyclists is now eligible to enter the 
Annies and Oscar races.  

The entire point of the picnic is that everyone is 
welcome.  All that is required is that everyone from 
small children to the oldest person comes and has fun. If 
you are at Annecy next year be sure to save Saturday for 
the picnic. 
Next year Annecy will be held from 10-15 June.  You 
can find out more about this year’s festival and when 
submissions for the 2019 edition will open at:  
www.annecy.org  

ENJOY A RICH VARIETY OF NEW ANIMATED 
SHORTS IN RON DIAMOND’S ANIMATION 
SHOW OF SHOWS  

by Karl Cohen 
 

ART BY “BASM”  Catch me if you can 
The 20TH Annual Animation Show of Shows opening 
in 4 local theatres November 2 offers a delightful blend 
of films that range from an exceptional sea faring drama, 
The Age of Sail, to a very funny goofy cartoon comedy, 
The Green Bird.  There are also handsome experimental 
images of a couple dancing in the sky in My Moon, and 
an ecologically poignant moment with a polar bear adrift 
on the sea in Polaris.  The innocent imagination of a 
child is suggested in Super Girl, a minute long poem 
created by by a preschooler.  In Grand Canyon we are 
overwhelmed not by the beauty of nature but by… (I’ll 
let it take you by surprise).  In short this collection of 
new films offers something for everyone.    

My favorite film was The Age of Sail, directed by John 
Kahrs and produced by Google.  Kahrs won an Oscar in 
2013 for his Pixar short Paperman and has animated on 
10 features for Pixar and Disney.  His new short is an 
action packed adventure with an old sea captain. It’s 
beautifully rendered sea and lighting effects are just as 
magnificent as the story.  It has qualified for an 
Academy Award nomination and it is certainly worthy 
of winning.  

Another Pixar animator, Trevor Jimenez, made 
Weekends in his spare time over a four year period.  It 
explores the two distinct lives the child is exposed to.  
He lives during the week with his quiet reserved mother 
who plays classical music on her piano, and weekends 
with his fun loving father whose taste for music and 
many other things suggests why this couple is separated.  

1. A completely different kind of film experience is 
Carlotta’s Face by Valentin Riedl and Frédéric Schuld 
from Germany.  It is a sensitive portrayal of a woman 
with prosopagnosia.  An online dictionary defines it as 
“a neurological condition characterized by the inability 

to recognize the faces of familiar people.”  The film is a 
fascinating work of semi-abstract visuals.  Knowing in 
advance what the condition is gives understanding to the 
films unusual visuals.  
 
One Small Step by Andrew Chesworth and Bobby 
Pontillas opens with a heart-warming fantasy of a child 
dreaming of being an astronaut. The dream sequence of 
flying into space and to the moon with her father in a 
cardboard box is quite wonderful, but dreams can be 
shattered.   The film has a poignant lesson about the 
importance of studying hard in school. 
 
From CAL Arts exceptional animation program comes 
the film Barry, who just happens to be an extremely 
intelligent goat who wants to be a medical doctor.  From 
a school in Estonia comes one of the weirdest films 
imaginable.  A Table Game by Nicolás Petelski from 
Spain, studying with Priit Parn.  He has created a strange 
surreal four minute experience that defies a rational 
explanation.     

Veronica Solomon from Germany has created Love Me, 
Fear Me, an impressive symbolic acrobatic pas de deux 
between two dancers made of clay!  It conveys a wide 
range of emotions such as love, hatred, joy, fear and 
others with powerful visuals.  The manipulation of the 
material is exceptional as the visuals flow smoothly and 
at times seems to defy gravity.   

The 20th annual The Animation Show of Shows was 
created by Ron Diamond to share his love for this great 
creative art with the public.  His mission is to educate 
people that animation can be more than entertainment 
for kids.  It can be a remarkable art form.  In the past 
Ron showed his programs of innovative shorts to 
appreciative audiences at animation studios and schools; 



however, in 2015 he began to broaden his distribution to 
theaters around the world.   

If you haven’t seen any of his past shows and wonder if 
they really are something you might enjoy, you may not 
love every work as out tastes vary widely, but the overall 
quality is excellent and past shows have included 38 
films that went on to receive Academy Award® 
nominations and 11 went on to win Oscars®. Most of 
the films have distinguished themselves by winning 
honors at other film festivals.  

THE ANIMATION SHOW OF SHOWS was founded 

and curated by producer Ron Diamond.  He funds the 

programs through private benefactors, from successful 

Kickstarter campaigns and with donations from 

animation studios. The Animation Show of Shows, Inc. 

is a 501(c 3) not-for-profit organization founded in 2015 

for the express purposes of increasing public awareness 

of exemplary international animated shorts and restoring 

and preserving important short animations from the 

past.  

 

 

  

 
Age of Sail * - John Kahrs, U.S. 

THE 20th ANIMATION SHOW OF SHOWS 
engagements start Friday, November 2, 2018 

 

Vogue Theatre, 3290 Sacramento Street, San Francisco 
Ron Diamond will be at the Vogue on Friday night, Nov. 2 at 7:30 and Sat 2:30 to introduce 

 the show & do a Q&A after. One of the Producers from Google Spotlight Stories film “Age of Sail” at Fri. show. 
Friday-Sunday: (2:30), 5:00, 7:30 and Monday-Thursday: 5:00, 7:30 https://www.facebook.com/events/1688836821239231/ 

 

The New Parkway, 474 24th St, Oakland 
 Ron Diamond will be present the Sunday Nov 4th show at 5:40PM and do a Q & A  

Nov. 2 to Nov. 8, TBA:  https://www.facebook.com/events/1150049718482161/ 
 

Lark Theatre, 549 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur 
Fri. Nov. 2, 9 PM, Sat. Nov. 3 - 4:30 & 6:45, additional shows & dates TBA  

Ron Diamond will introduce the Sat 6:45 show & do a Q & A 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2229664477318712/ 

 

Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., San Francisco 

 
One Show Only - Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 3:15 PM 

 Ron Diamond will introduce the Show in person and lead a Q&A afterwards 
Roxie Facebook event:   https://www.facebook.com/events/171269930450874/ 

 
PROGRAM (98 min. long) 



The Green Bird * Maximilien Bougeois, Quentin Dubois, Marine Goalard, Irina Nguyen, Pierre Perveyrie, France 
One Small Step * - Andrew Chesworth, Bobby Pontillas, U.S. 
Grands Canons-  Alain Biet, France 
Barry- Anchi Shen, U.S.            
Super Girl - Nancy Kangas, Josh Kun, U.S. 
Love Me, Fear Me - Veronica Solomon, Germany 
Business Meeting- Guy Charnaux, Brazil 
Flower Found in the Netherlands!- Jorn Leeuwerink, Netherlands 
Bullets- Nancy Kangas, Josh Kun, U.S. 
A Table Game- Nicolás Petelski, Spain 
Carlotta's Face - Valentin Riedl, Frédéric Schuld, Germany 
Polaris- Hikari Toriumi, U.S. 
My Moon- Eusong Lee, U.S. 
Weekends* - Trevor Jimenez, U.S.  
Age of Sail * - John Kahrs, U.S.   (Films with a * have qualified for an Academy Award consideration)  

Official website:   http://www.AnimationShowofShows.com 
Trailer:  https://www.facebook.com/AnimationShowOfShows/videos/441156396290715/ 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AnimationShowOfShows 
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Domee Shi’s Bao was released with Incredibles 2. 

SF FILM PRESENTED A WONDERFUL PROGRAM 
OF PIXAR SHORTS AT THE CASTRO TO ITS 
INVITED GUESTS The Sat. morning show was full of 
laughter from an auditorium full of kids and parents.  It really was 
nice escaping into Pixar’s wholesome world after weeks of the 
media being full of depressing political stories.  Adding to the fun 
was having the young animators responsible for Bao on stage 
answering questions from the audience.   SF Film is the new 
name for the group that runs the annual SF International Film 
Festival.   
 The good news is that if you don’t already have a 
DVD/Blu-ray of Pixar shorts, Pixar Shorts: Volume 3 will be 
available November 13.  The updated collection includes the 
Oscar winner Piper, and nominees Sanjay’s Super 
Team and Lou plus Bao (it is a charming film and I 
expect it to be nominated in January for an Oscar).  
There are also extra bonus features. 
 The short films on Pixar Shorts: Volume 3 are Bao, released 
with Incredibles 2 (2018); Lou, released with Cars 
3 (2017); Piper, released with Finding Dory (2016); 
Sanjay’s Super Team, released with The Good 
Dinosaur (2015); Riley’s First Date?, released with DVD 
of Inside Out (2015); Lava, released with Inside 
Out (2015); Radiator Springs 500 1/2, released with an 
episode from the Tales from Radiator Springs series 
(2014); The Blue Umbrella , released with Monsters 
University (2013); Party Central , released with Muppets 
Most Wanted (2013); Partysaurus Rex, released with 
Finding Nemo 3D (2012); Legend of Mor’du (6:48), 
released with DVD of Brave (2012); plus bonus “mini-
movies:”  Marine Life Interviews & Miss Fritter’s Racing 
Skoool  and Making Bao, a featurette in which director 
Domee Shi shares her secret recipe for making an animated 
short, which involves her rich cultural heritage, unique 
relationship with her mom and her love of food,  
and Caricature: A Horrible Way of Saying ‘I Love You,’ a 
look at some hilarious story artists’ representations of their 
colleagues at Pixar, where the utmost sign of respect and 
admiration from your peers is to become a caricature. 
 

 
ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, SHOWN AT OUR SEPT. 
ASIFA EVENT, IS A WONDERFUL, FUNNY SHORT 
Having David Fine and Allison Snowden back in SF to talk 
about their new film and to screen several of their previous 
humorous gems was a delightful treat. (They presented 
ASIFA-SF a program over 20 years ago.) The new work is 
a group counseling session in a psychiatrist’s office.  It 
includes Lorraine, a leech who suffers from separation 
anxiety; Cheryl, a praying mantis who can’t seem to keep 
her man; Todd, a pig with an eating disorder; Jeffrey, a bird 
with guilt issues; Linda, an obsessive-compulsive cat,, and 
a new member, Victor, an ape with anger-management 
problem\s.  It should be online next year.  The SF screening 
also included their award winning shorts, clips from their 
work for TV, information about writing for Nick Park, a 
sample of their TV commercials and much more.  Nick and 
Alison were classmates. 

They came to SF after being in LA where the 
National Film Board of Canada was promoting their 
recently completed productions.  I hope it gets the couple 
another Oscar nomination (they won an Oscar for Bob’s 
Birthday and Academy Award nominations for Second 
Class Male and George and Rosemary. While they were in 
LA they were interviewed by awn.com.  In the 
conversation they explain why they have high praise for 
TV Paint, the 2D CG system they used.  Read the article at 
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/walk-wild-side-
alison-snowden-david-fine-talk-animal-behaviour 

 
“RAT RACE” - A SHORT FILM STORY BY STEVE 
CUTTS  This cynical short about modern society and 
finding happiness in the rat race of life is an impressive 
4 minutes.  It turns out Steve is a London based artist, 
and 15 of his shorts are posted on his website  

http://www.stevecutts.com/animation.html 



 
LOONEY TUNES ARE COMING BACK I have no 
idea what the upcoming series will be like, but the 
publicity art suggests somebody at the studio 
understands the art style of Bob Clampett.   They are 
producing 1,000 minutes of animation that will be 
distributed across digital, mobile and broadcast 
platforms and will premiere in 2019.  The advanced 
publicity says the works will have a “cartoonist-driven 
approach to storytelling. Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, 
Porky Pig and other marquee Looney Tunes characters 
will be featured in their classic pairings in simple, gag-
driven and visually vibrant stories. Each cartoon will 
vary from one to six minutes in length and, from the 
premise on through to the jokes, will be ‘written’ and 
drawn by the cartoonists allowing their own personality 
and style to come through in each cartoon.”  
 

 

WILL VINTON HAS GONE TO CARTOONIST 
HEAVEN (IF THERE IS ONE) He and Bob Gardiner 
created Closed Monday which won an Oscar in 1975.  
The film’s success showed the world that stop-motion 
clay animation could be a wonderful art form.  Their 
distributor Pyramid was able to sell lots of 16mm prints 
to schools in the U.S.   
  Vinton went to U.C. Berkeley and Bob was at 
California College of Arts and Crafts when they met. 

Closed Mondays was completed in Portland.  Vinton 
coined a new word for his art form that went from being 
a registered trademark to becoming the well-known 
generic word “Claymation.”   

Several of his later works won Oscar 
nominations including his shorts Rip Van Winkle 
(1978), The Creation (1981) and The Great Cognito 
(1983).  He was recognized with an Academy Award 
nomination for his visual effects work on Walter 
Murch's Return to Oz (1985) and he won an outstanding 
animated program Primetime Emmy for A Claymation 
Christmas Celebration (1987).  

Another of his noted works started out locally as 
a hand drawn animatic.  It was drawn by Kevin Coffey 
while he worked at Colossal Pictures in SF.  The 
California Raisin Board liked it, but decided that the ad 
should be in Claymation.   The ad featured a raisin 
dancing to the Motown hit I Heard It Through the 
Grapevine.  One of the puppets is (or was) on display in 
the Smithsonian Institution.   

Vinton died after a 12-year battle with multiple 
myeloma.  He was 70.  A documentary about Vinton, 
Welcome to My Daydream will be released next year.  

 

 
SIGNE BAUMANE HAS A NEW WEBSITE 
PROMOTING HER WORK IN PROGRESS ON 
HER NEXT FILM “MY LOVE AFFAIR WITH 
MARRIAGE” It has many photographs illustrating the 
film's production process including creating and lighting 
sets, stop motion  work, 2D animation and more. She 
needed 43 actors to record the dialogue tracks. There is a 
video of Director Signe Baumane talking about her 
inspirations for making the film.  She says the website is 
like a coffee table book!  Check it out at your 
leisure.  www.MyLoveAffairWithMarriageMovie.com  

 

Signe needs your help She has a new 
fundraising campaign to complete the film.  The goal is 
to raise $80,000 so she can hire two additional assistants 
to help her complete the production for an early 2021 
release. Signe’s first animated feature is Rocks in my 
Pocket (www.rocksinmypocketsmovie.com) and she 
has created a number of outrageous shorts that are 
online. 
https://www.myloveaffairwithmarriagemovie.com/donate 



 
 

 
ANIMATION IS FILM WAS JUST HELD IN LA 
Animation Is Film, held Oct. 19 – 21, honored both 
Hollywood and Independent animated features.  It 
opened with the North American premiere of Mamoru 
Hosoda’s Mirai (Japan).  The other features in the 
competition were Another Day of Life  (Poland/Spain, 
dirs: Raul de la Fuente, Damian Nenow, USA Premiere),  
Bunuel in the Labyrinth of the Turtles  (Spain, dir: 
Salvador Simo, World Premiere), 
Funan  (Belgium/France/Cambodia, dir: Denis Do, 
North American Premiere), I Want to Eat Your 
Pancreas  (Japan, dir: Shin’ichiro Ushijima, North 
American Premiere), Okko's Inn  (Japan, dir: Kitaro 
Kosaka, North American Premiere), 
Pachamama  (Argentina/France, dir: Juan Antin, World 
Premiere), Penguin Highway  (Japan, dir: Hiroyasu 
Ishida, Los Angeles Premiere), Ruben Brandt, 
Collector  (Hungary, dir: Milorad Krstic); Seder-
Masochism  (USA, dir: Nina Paley, LA Premiere) and 
Tito and the Birds  (Brazil, dirs: Gabriel Bitar, Andre 
Catoto, Gustavo Steinberg, USA Premiere). 
 The event also featured select footage from 
Ralph Breaks the Internet from Disney and Spider-
Man: Into the Spider-Verse from Sony Pictures 
Animation.  They also presented a 20th anniversary 
screening of DreamWorks Animation's The Prince of 
Egypt.  

The festival was produced by GKIDS in 
partnership with the Annecy International Animation 
Film Festival, Variety and Fathom Events. 
  

CONTROVERSY AT ANIMATION IS FILM The 
organizers invited Kobe Bryant to be on the jury, but 
protesters objected as Kobe was the subject of a rape 
case in 2003.  The organizers chose to un-invite him 
when the case was brought up.  The retired Lakers star 
turned animation producer said he believed it was a 
consensual sexual encounter.  The charges were dropped 
after Bryant’s accuser refused to testify.  She later filed a 
civil suit against him, which was settled out of court 
with Bryant admitting no guilt. 
 

MATT GROENING’S ‘DISENCHANTMENT’ 
RENEWED THROUGH 2021 Netflix has ordered new 
episodes for 2019 and 2020 and 2021. The series  follows 
the misadventures of hard-drinking young princess Bean, 

her feisty elf companion Elfo, and her personal demon, 
Luci.   
 

 
NO ACCOUNTING FOR TASTE Season 2 of 
DreamWorks Animation Television's series The Boss 
Baby: Back in Business, is “one of Netflix's most 
successful kids and family series to date.” In the series 
“Baby Corp has been left without a CEO, giving rise to 
an up-and-comer from the R&D division: Turtleneck 
Superstar CEO Baby. When she unveils her 
breakthrough Stinkless Serum to keep babies smelling 
their absolute best, Boss Baby and the gang must work 
quickly to keep this magic cure-all out of the hands of 
puppies, kittens, and, what Boss Baby believes to be 
their greatest threat yet: old people!” 

 
Nickelodeon’s Loud House’ began as a submission to the 

network’s Animated Shorts Program. 
COMEDY CENTRAL LAUNCHES ANIMATED 
SHORTS PROGRAM The new search is looking for 
comedic ideas that the network that can develop 
according to executive vice presidents and co-heads of 
talent and development Sarah Babineau and Jonas 
Larsen.  Their past searches have resulted in the hit 
animated series Loud House.  Comedy Central’s 
program is designed as an artist development incubator 
that provides creators with the unique opportunity to get 
their ideas directly to network’s development team.  
New works have also been produced for programs 
like The Daily Show with Trevor Noah,  Broad 
City,  Drunk History and Comedy Central Presents: 
Stand-Up. 

The Animated Shorts Program is now open for 
submissions from creative talent living in North 
America. The program seeks submissions one to three 
minutes in length featuring any and all styles and 
techniques of animation, including 2-D, digital 2-D, CG, 



stop-motion or mixed media. Deadline for submissions 
is December 31, 2018. 
https://viasignup.viacom.com/ccanimation/Pages/Pitc
hSubmission.aspx 
 

 
DISNEY ADMITS THEY HAVE OVER-
SATURATED THE MARKET WITH STAR WARS 
MOVIES After months of rumors and speculation, 
Disney CEO Bob Iger has confirmed that its production 
and release of Star Wars movies will be scaled back.  
Iger admitted that he had made a mistake, and that there 
had been “too much, too fast”, in an interview with the 
Hollywood Reporter. He added: “You can expect some 
slowdown … we’re going to be a little bit more careful 
about volume and timing.” 

Disney’s problem was Solo: A Star Wars Story, 
was a flop at the box office.  Iger did not elaborate on 
the future of the two spinoffs believed to be in 
development, a Boba Fett film to be directed by James 
Mangold and an Obi-Wan Kenobi film with Stephen 
Daldry rumored to direct.  He did confirm that Game of 
Thrones creators David Benioff and DB Weiss “are 
developing [Star Wars] sagas of their own” and that JJ 
Abrams “is busy making [Episode] IX”.  It remains 
untitled, but it is expected to be released in December 
2019. 

 

DISNEY HOTELS STRIKE IS OVER Disneyland 
Resort hotel workers approve a new contract with a $15-
an-hour minimum wage.  Disneyland workers began to 
demonstrate for higher wages at the entrance to the 
Disneyland Resort in Anaheim on July 3.  After months 
of demonstrations and protests, hotel workers at the 
Resort overwhelmingly approved a contract that boosts 
hourly salaries by at least 40% over two years and it 
clears the way for staff to get bonuses that were 
promised last year.   

The five-year contract establishes wages and 
benefits for about 2,700 Disney workers, including 
housekeepers, valets, cooks, bellhops, servers and other 
staff at the resort’s three hotels. Terms are retroactive to 
February 2017.  The agreement raises the starting salary 
to a minimum of $15 an hour, starting in January, up 
from $13.25, and pays workers a $1,000 bonus that was 
promised after the Republican tax plan was approved 
last year. 

Housekeepers get a minimum hourly pay raises 
to $15.80 immediately.  Their starting pay for that job 
had been $11 an hour.  Members of Unite Here Local 11 
voted 96% in favor of the contract, the union said.  
There are also affordable healthcare options and free 
educational opportunities with a new program called 
Disney Aspire that pays for hourly Disneyland Resort 
employees to take vocational or language classes and to 
pursue bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

The union commissioned a study that was 
released in February that showed 73% of the employees 
questioned said they didn't earn enough to pay for their 
basic human needs (rent, food. gas, etc.). The study of 
workers at Disneyland and California Adventure Park 
also said that 11% of resort employees have been 
homeless or have not had a place of their own in the last 
two years. 

Disney representatives called the study 
“inaccurate and unscientific,” but the union’s tactics 
seemed to have paid off.  The union represents nearly 
10,000 workers at the Disneyland Resort.  The resort has 
about 30,000 employees.  

This year, union members also collected about 
20,000 signatures to place a measure on the Nov. 6 
ballot in Anaheim that requires all large hospitality 
companies that accept a tax subsidy to pay a living 
wage. 
 

 
NFB OF CANADA TO MOVE TO NEW 
QUARTERS IN 2019 The National Film Board of 
Canada was founded in Ottawa in 1939.  It moved in 
1956 into a large government building in Montreal that 
was once a cutting-edge facility and the only one of its 
kind north of Hollywood. When I visited it years ago I 
was impressed with the in house color processing lab, 
the sound facilities, the animation equipment, and most 
of all meeting some of their star animators and seeing 
dozens of cartoons on the walls, mainly by John 
Weldon.  

In the fall of 2019 they move to several floors of 
the Balmoral building in the Quartier des Spectacles, 
which will include an “enticing space” that will be open 
to the public. Visit mediaspace.nfb.ca/epk/nfbalmoral 
. 

NFB productions have won over 7,000 awards, 
including 20 Canadian Screen Awards, 17 Webbys, 12 
Oscars, 74 Academy Award nominations and more than 
100 Genies. The NFB says they have had more Oscar 
nominations than any other organization outside 
Hollywood: in 79 years, and counting. 



In 2017–2018, NFB productions won a record 
154 Canadian and international awards. 

The great Ravi Shankar came to the NFB in 
1957, to write and record music for Norman McLaren’s 
film A Chairy Tale.  Frank Zappa and his band, the 
Mothers of Invention, came here to record music for 
Robin Spry’s 1966 short film Ride for Your Life, live in 
studio. 
 
ED CATMULL, PRESIDENT OF PIXAR, TO 
RETIRE He co-founded Pixar along with Steve Jobs 
and John Lasseter. He will step down next year in July 
and stay on as an adviser. 

 
'LILO & STITCH' LIVE-ACTION REMAKE IN THE 
WORKS AT DISNEY Dan Lin and Jonathan Eirich, 
who are already working on the live-action remake of 
Aladdin, are producing what will be a live-action/CG 
hybrid of Lilo & Stitch (2002).  The original film was 
written and directed by Dean DeBlois and Chris 
Sanders, who later found acclaim with How to Train 
Your Dragon. While Lilo & Stitch was not a great box-
office hit, the well-regarded movie was a bright spot in a 
down period of Disney’s animation history and launched 
several direct-to-video sequels as well as several 
television series. It is unclear whether the new project is 
intended for theatrical release or for Disney's streaming 
service that is set to launch in 2019. 
Disney is presently “mining” its past animated classics 
and repurposing them as live-action tentpole 
events. Cinderella, The Jungle Book, Beauty and the 
Beast and Pete’s Dragon are some of the recent releases, 
and new versions of Dumbo, The Lion King 
and Aladdin are presently in production.  Aladdin is due 
in theaters May 24, 2019.  Guy Ritchie directed the 
movie, which stars Will Smith as the Genie.  
 
THE AWARD SEASON IS BEGINNING AND 
PIXAR WINS ANOTHER TROPHY 
Pixar's Incredibles 2 will receive the Hollywood 
animation award. Directed by Brad Bird, the sequel to 
the 2004 hit The Incredibles features a voice cast that 
includes Holly Hunter and Craig T. Nelson.   The 22nd 
annual Hollywood Film Awards will be held Nov. 4 at 
the Beverly Hilton.  The event is produced by Dick 

Clark Productions, which shares a parent company 
with The Hollywood Reporter.  
 
ANOTHER HOLE IN THE HEAD FILM FESTIVAL 
IN SF The program Strangers with Eye Candy is a 
collection of animated short films from around the 
world.  There will be a Q & A with some of the directors 
after the screening.  Dec. 9, 3pm, New People 
Cinema, 1746 Post St., SF.  
https://www.ahith.com/events/strangers-with-eye-
candy-animated-films-short-block-12 
 
 

 
UNCOMFORTABLE MEMORIES OF ROY 
DISNEY WERE TRIGGERED BY THE 
KAVANAUGH HEARINGS Abigail Disney is the 
daughter of Roy E. Disney. He is perhaps best-known 
for organizing the ousting of two top Disney executives: 
Ron Miller in 1984, and Michael Eisner in 2005. She is a 
filmmaker. She wrote online that watching the hearings 
brought out painful memories about growing up.  Her 
father could present a “lovely, sweet” face to the world if 
needed, and was not constantly angry,” but she said, 
“When he did rage it was terrifying.  Generally what 
would send him into a rage was the same thing that sets 
off Judge Kavanaugh.” She continued, “Our crimes were 
mostly thought crimes.” “What linked them,” she said, 
was when her father “felt that his status and entitlement 
were being threatened or questioned.” 

Disney was careful to make it clear that her 
father never hurt her physically, “But when you are six 
and your father rages, it feels that way, believe me.”  She 
likened what she saw as a child to Kavanaugh’s 
demeanor on the Thursday he spoke after Ford gave her 
testimony. 

Disney made it clear that her father eventually 
got the help he needed to change. Not just for his alcohol 
addiction, she said, but also for “his sense of his own 
rank and entitlement. He needed to come to an 
understanding that he was just a man, and was not owed 
more than everyone else around him.” 

“He did change and that’s an incredibly 
powerful and amazing thing,” Disney continued. She 
then said she believes Kavanaugh needs similar help, 
and urged the senate not to confirm him. 



 

GUILLERMO DEL TORO SET TO DIRECT, 
WRITE, AND PRODUCE STOP MOTION 
ANIMATED “PINOCCHIO” Academy Award 
winning filmmaker Guillermo del Toro is making his 
animated feature film directorial debut at Netflix with 
his lifelong passion project, Pinocchio, which he will 
also write and produce as a stop-motion musical.  Del 
Toro said, “In our story, Pinocchio is an innocent soul 
with an uncaring father who gets lost in a world he 
cannot comprehend.  He embarks on an extraordinary 
journey that leaves him with a deep understanding of his 
father and the real world.  
 
42nd ANNECY INTERNATIONAL ANIMATION 
FESTIVAL Annecy, France    11-16 June 2018 
ANNECY SALUTES BRAZIL WITH A CARNIVAL 
OF FILMS Unfortunately there was not enough Samba 
music, but there were lots of excellent Brazilian films 
and many animators on hand to celebrate the rich 
tradition of Brazilian animation.  2018 was also the 100th 
anniversary of the first screening of the Brazilian 
animated film, O Kaiser by caricaturist Alvaro Marins 
better known as Seth.  Although the country’s first 
animated feature film, Amazon Symphony by Anelio 
Latini Filho, was not made until 1953, the country now 
has a recognized standing in the animation world. 

In 2013 the feature film Rio 2096: A Story of 
Love and Fury directed by Luiz Bolgnesi won the 
Annecy Cristal for best feature film.  The next year The 
Boy and the World by Brazilian Ale Abreu went on to 
capture the Cristal for the best feature animation as well 
as winning many other awards internationally, also being 
nominated for an Oscar. 

The program of recent short Brazilian animation 
showcased a wide variety of themes and styles.  The 
earliest film screened was the 1986 Quando os 
morcegos calma (When Bats Are Quiet).  The 5 minute 
film by Fabio Lignini is the story of a man making his 
way through a dark and stormy night to a spooky house 
where surprises await him.  The film was co-produced 
by the National Film Board of Canada and it won the 
Debut Prize at the Hiroshima Festival in 1987.  Fabio is 
now a Supervising Animator at DreamWorks. 

There were also programs of Brazilian animated 
TV series as well as commissioned works.  Between 
Frames – The Art of Brazilian Animation, a feature 
length documentary traced the history of the country’s 
animation from its inception in 1917 to the present.  The 
Boy and the World was shown at the Open Air Cinema 
on the lawn by the lake.  The festival screens a different 
animated film nightly free of charge expressly for the 
local audience. 

 
The opening night film was Dilili in Paris, 

Michel Ocelot’s new film.  All of Michel’s films are a 
treat for the eyes and ears and I found this film truly 
magical.  Set in Belle Époque Paris, one of the major 
artistic heydays, the story revolves around Dilili, a 
young Kanak girl.  Kanak is the name of the indigenous 
Melanesian inhabitants of New Caledonia who, in the 
film, were in Paris to serve in a living diorama. 

After a rash of kidnappings of young girls in 
Paris, Dilili, with the help of her delivery boy friend, 
decides to investigate.  In the course of her investigation 
she encounters amazing characters, many of whom were 
actually living during the Belle Époque such as Toulouse 
Lautrec and Marcel Proust.  Each person that she meets 
gives her clues that help her to solve the mysterious 
disappearances and to reunite the girls with their 
families. 
Michel’s attention to detail in the architecture, store 
fronts, and posters of the period – even down to the 
street signs and light fixtures, is amazing.  He has 
recreated the era so perfectly that as I watched the film I 
forgot that I was in a seat in a theatre and felt that I was 
on the streets of Paris during that amazing period of 
history.  Michel told me that the 2D and 3D figures 
against the photorealistic backgrounds are based on 
photographs that he himself had taken of Paris. 

The infectious musical score was composed by 
Gabriel Yared who composed the music for Cold 
Mountain.  There is also music composed by renowned 
musicians of that era such as Erik Satie which adds to 
the authenticity of that period of history.  Diili in Paris 
will be in theatres in October of this year. 

 
Nina Paley is a one woman dynamo.  As with 

her previous award winning feature, Sita Sings the 
Blues, which won the Best Feature Cristal at Annecy in 



2008, Nina wrote, directed, animated, and edited her 
new 78 minute feature film Seder-Masochism. 

Nina’s take on the meaning of the Seder and The 
Book of Exodus as retold by Moses, his brother Aaron, 
The Angel of Death, Jesus, and Nina’s father as God is 
outrageously hilarious.  Blending the Old Testament 
icons with autobiographical asides, the film is narrated 
by her late father who explains the story of Exodus while 
lamenting his daughter’s financial insecurity.  Along the 
way there is a sequence of animated assembly line 
circumcisions and a Seder plate with a revolving shank 
bone.  

As if that weren’t enough, the burning bush, the 
Ten Commandments, the plagues, and the parting of the 
Red Sea are all reinvented in song and dance numbers a-
la Busby Berkeley set to such recognizable songs as 
Moses Supposes from the 1950’s classic film Singing in 
the Rain to Lennon and McCartney’s Helter Skelter and 
Gloria Gaynor’s I Will Survive. 

Nina, a great champion of Goddesses, said that 
when she first began the movie she wasn’t sure which 
direction it would go in.  Finally she realized that the 
film was really about The Goddess, who is invisible in 
the Old Testament until according to Nina “you start to 
look for her and then you start recognizing her 
everywhere”.  Seder-Masochism pits the Great Mother 
in a tragic struggle against the forces of Patriarchy. 

Nina is a believer in Creative Commons and 
does not believe in the traditional copyright format.  As 
a result she did not bother to get the rights for any of the 
music.  I am afraid that this will greatly reduce the 
chances of a theatrical release of the film.  However it 
has already been shown at several festivals and won the 
Feature Film Audience Award at Animator in Poznan, 
Poland, so hopefully you will have the opportunity to see 
Seder-Masochism at a festival near you.  Don’t miss it! 

 
The winner of the Jury Prize and the Audience 

Award in the Short Film Competition at Annecy was 
Weekends.  Canadian animator Trevor Jimenez’s 15 
minute film is about a small boy who is shuffled 
between the homes of his newly divorced parents.  
Beautifully drawn surreal moments mix with the 
domestic realities of a family broken apart.  

At the Director’s Chat, Jimenez said that the 
film, set in 1980’s Toronto, was based on his own 
experience of his parents’ divorce when he was a small 
boy.  Weekends has no dialogue, rather it uses music to 
portray different emotions.  His mother loved 
Beethoven, so he used classical piano music for scenes 
with her.  His father played Dire Straits’ 1985 album 
Brothers In Arms so he used the British band’s song 
Money For Nothing when he is with his father in the 
film.  His father was an antique dealer and the apartment 
where he lived was full of priceless antiques. In contrast 
his mother’s home looked like a normal house with an 
upright piano. A video of the chat is posted online at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJNFgpX19pY 

Trevor works at Pixar as a story artist.  He made 
Weekends through the studio’s co-op program which 
encourages employees to work on their own projects in 
their free time.  Along with his double wins at Annecy, 
his film has won major awards at several other festivals 
and has qualified to be in the running for an Oscar 
nomination. 

 
The National Film Board of Canada (NFB) 

consistently produces high quality films and this year is 
no exception.  The Oscar winning husband and wife 
team of Alison Snowden and David Fine have had a long 
relationship with the NFB and it was good to see them 
back at festivals with their new film Animal Behavior. 
   In the 14 minute hand drawn film, five animals 
meet weekly to discuss their inner angst in a group 
therapy session led by Doctor Clement, a canine 
psychotherapist.  When the regular group made up of 
Lorraine, a leech suffering from separation anxiety;  
Cheryl, a praying mantis who can’t seem to keep a man; 
Todd, a pig with what else but an eating disorder; 
Jeffery, a bird with guilt issues; and Linda, an obsessive-
compulsive cat, are joined by a reluctant new member of 
the group, everything changes.  Victor, an ape with 
anger management issues, does not have any empathy 
for the problems of the other group members and doesn’t 
mind telling them so.   

The film is extremely funny on the surface but 
underneath it deals with real problems and situations that 
we all run across in our daily lives. 



 
I have never been too interested in Virtual 

Reality.  I have no desire to climb Mount Everest much 
less do it virtually but I am beginning to change my 
mind about VR as I have the opportunity to see it used to 
tell more complex and interesting stories.  Some very 
excellent animators are beginning to create some 
fascinating VR work that actually tells a story.  Last year 
there was Michelle and Uri Kranot’s Nothing Happens 
at Annecy and this year there were 11 VR projects. 
https://vimeo.com/202364252 

I was lucky enough to get a private showing of 
Gymnasia.  The VR project has been created by the 
talented team of Chris Lavis and Maciek Szczerbowski 
who made the award winning film Madam Tutli Putli 
(2007).  The stop-motion puppet and animated objects 
project is still in the early stages of production, but the 2 
minute 30 second clip that I saw was very impressive. 

After donning the head set I entered a surreal 
school gymnasium where a young boy is singing in a 
haunting, eerie voice.  The boy continued to sing and 
stare at me with an intense gaze as I traveled 360 degrees 
around the room where I experienced “the rituals of 
childhood – playing ball games, school lessons, and 
choir recitals”.  The entire experience gave me the 
strange feeling I had the first time I watched the 
ventriloquist’s dummy in William Goldman’s film 
Magic.  I am curious to see what direction Gymnasia is 
going to take and look forward to seeing the finished 
project.   
  The film is a collaboration between Clyde Henry 
Productions, the NFB, and Felix and Paul Studios.  
Clyde Henry Productions is Chris and Maciek’s 
Production Company.  The pair have a history of 
working with the National Film Board of Canada but it 
is the first time that they have also worked with Felix 
and Paul Studios.  Felix and Paul Studios is a pioneer in 
the VR industry. 

This year MIFA (International Animation Film 
Market) was bigger than ever with 825 exhibitors from 
75 countries.  Eight countries had booths for the first 
time this year:  Cameroon, Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Ireland, Switzerland, Hungary, and Georgia.   

For the second year in a row Women in 
Animation (WAI) and Les Femmes S’Animent (LFA) 
hosted the Women in Animation World Summit in 

conjunction with MIFA.  The day long symposium of 
panel discussions covered a wide range of topics.  
Centered on this year’s theme Inclusion, they ranged 
from “What 50/50 Means to Male Allies” to a 
“Conversation with Oscar Celebrated Women” Directors 
about what it takes to create an award winning films.  
The three women on that panel, Dorota Kobiela, 
Director of Loving Vincent; Norma Twomey, Director 
of The Breadwinner; and Vicky Jensen, Director of 
Shrek and Shark Tale, discussed their experiences and 
challenges.  

Traditionally the MIFA Animation Industry 
Award has gone to a person who has made a great 
contribution to the animation industry.  For the first time 
the award went to an organization this year, Women in 
Animation. 

The MIFA Campus was initiated last year to 
encourage students and young talent and give them an 
opportunity to meet and interact with some of the top 
names in the animation world.  For the second edition 
the renowned, triple Oscar winning animator Richard 
Williams was the patron.  Richard’s educational book 
The Animators Survival Kit, his 16 DVD Box Set and 
iPad app have trained many of today’s top animators.  At 
the Conversation with Richard Williams session he 
shared his 60 year creative journey in animation and 
offered artistic advice to young animators. 

The day long MIFA Campus symposium offered 
three types of events.  Workshops with featured artists, 
teachers and other experts in the field of animation 
sharing their knowledge with the students.  The 
Initiatives and Schemes event presented information 
about residencies and talent incubators in France and 
abroad.  At A Chat With . . . sessions representatives of 
studios talked about their work environment, job 
prospects, and the kind of profiles they are looking for. 

Each year the MIFA Pitches presents projects 
that are in the first stages of development and looking 
for producers, distributors, and/or financers.  The 
projects are presented in one of four categories: Short 
Films, Features, TV Series, and Specials, Interactive 
Creations and Trans Media. 

The 37 projects presented this year came from a 
diverse group of countries ranging from France and 
South Africa to Peru.  Animators from Jamaica, 
Guatemala, and Montenegro took part for the first time 
this year.  Prizes ranged from the purchase of a short 
film by Arte to the Folimage prize of an 8 to 12 month 
animation residency.  The Ciclic Award was 35,000 
Euros along with a 6 month residency in Vendôme. 

In a special alliance with Annecy and MIFA, 
Latin American feature films and TV series projects 
were selected to be pitched at ANIMATION! Pitching 
sessions 2017 in Buenos Aires.  The five winners of this 
session were part of a special ANIMATION! Focus 
program at MIFA.  At their presentation the audience 



was introduced to the directors and shown all or parts of 
the films. 

The projects were very diverse but two really 
caught my eye.  The feature film Confite about a puppy 
and the little girl who finds him is beautifully drawn.  
The second project, a television series titled What 
Would Jesus Do?  is all about what would have 
happened is Jesus hadn’t gone to heaven on the third day 
that he rose from the dead after his crucifixion?  You 
might assume that he stayed living the “glamorous life” 
as God’s son, but according to this pilot he didn’t.  The 
series purposes to follow the struggles he faces with his 
two best friends, The Dove and The Leper as they 
struggle just to pay the rent.  I am not sure exactly who 
this series is aimed at, but I liked the mix of cut out and 
traditional hand drawn animation and the part that I saw 
was extremely funny.   

Annecy is not just about watching films, it is 
also about networking and the best place to do that is at 
parties.  This year in celebration of the 100th anniversary 
of Estonian independence and the 60th birthday of the 
famous Tallinn based puppet studio Nukufilms, the 
Estonian delegation threw a first class party.  The 
celebration was a beautifully catered event located in the 
massive old stone stables where the French Kings kept 
their hunting horses when they came to that region to 
hunt.  Annecy and the surrounding mountains were one 
of their favorite hunting grounds.  Along with delicious 
regional food and plenty of drink the grounds 
surrounding the party were the perfect place to sit and 
chat with friends. 

One of the highlights of the week is always the 
German reception. The event was co-hosted by MFG 
Filmforderung Baden-Wurttemberg, The Stuttgart 
International Animation Festival, FMX, The Animation 
Production Day, German Films, The German Short Film 
Association, and Dok Leipzig.  Guests were bussed 
down the lake to a lovely restaurant where we were 
served a delicious buffet meal.  Tables were scattered 
around the lawn and lakeside making it the perfect place 
to relax for a couple of hours away from all the hassle 
and bustle of the festival.  Even the rain couldn’t 
dampen our spirits.  

Each year Shelly Page hosts the DreamWorks 
picnic and she is the perfect hostess.  Shelly is an 
international talent consultant for leading animation 
studios such as Aardman Studios.  She knows everyone 
in the animation industry so the DreamWorks picnic is 
the place to be.  You can chat with all of the major 
animators and industry people while enjoying a picnic 
under the trees. 

The Hiroshima Festival party held in the Bonlieu 
café is always good silly fun.  Along with delicious food 
and plentiful drink Sayoko Kinoshita, the very vibrant 
co-founder and director of the Hiroshima International 
Animation Festival, holds a raffle called Shakey-Shakey 

which is what everyone chants as Sayoko shakes the box 
after every drawing. 

Not to be outdone by anyone, Nordic Animation 
treated us to their annual Champagne Breakfast at their 
MIFA booth and the Greek Animation team had the 
champagne flowing and lots of delicious food at their 
MIFA reception. 

A very special once in a life time party was 
hosted by Jonas Raeber of Swampfilms.  The celebration 
in honor of 50 years of the Swiss Film Group was billed 
as 50 bottles for 50 years.  Jonas ringed the inside of the 
dry fountain behind the Bonleiu with 50 bottles of very 
nice red wine and wonderful Swiss cheese.  While the 
Annecy Plus band, Nik on soprano sax and Rolf Bächler 
from Switzerland  on his mini-snare drum, serenaded the 
guests, Jonas opened the bottles and the guests 
proceeded to toast Swiss animation and drink red wine 
while nibbling some cheese.  The Swiss delegation also 
hosted a formal reception on another day at the Hotel 
Splendid. 

Over the years the picnic that Nik and I host has 
become the place to be on Saturday afternoon at Annecy. 
Everyone brings something to eat or drink to share and 
we all sit on the lawn near the big tree at the edge of the 
lake and talk and relax after a very busy week.  There is 
always an amazing array of food and drink.  Once again 
this year the Spanish contingent brought a Spanish ham 
with the carving machine, there is usually Russian vodka 
and caviar and lots of wonderful French pastries. For a 
few hours professionals and students relax sitting next to 
each other and enjoy each other’s company.  Music is 
provided by Nik and Rolf and anyone else who has 
brought an instrument.   

The big event of the picnic is the paddleboat 
race.  It is quite funny to see animators who have been 
partying all afternoon take to the water in paddleboats 
and race furiously to make it around the island in Lake 
Annecy and back to the starting line.  There are no rules 
except that you must go around the island and back to 
the starting line to win.  People have been known to 
jump from boat to boat and when it is hot enough, even 
get in the water to slow opponents boats down.  All the 
while the spectators and judges are cheering the racers 
on.  Competition for the honor of winning the race is so 
stiff that it is rumored that some people even have their 
computers hooked up to stationary bicycles so they can 
train all year long. 

Twin brothers Veljko and Milivoj Popovc from 
Croatia were absolutely sure that they were going to win 
the race this year.  They were quite sad when they lost, 
but at the closing ceremony that evening their delightful 
film Biciklisti (Cyclists) won a Cristal Jury Distinction 
Award.  They said in their acceptance speech from the 
stage “This afternoon we were very unhappy that we did 
not win the paddle boat race at Nik and Nancy’s picnic 
but winning this award makes up for it”.  The Award 



also means that Cyclists is now eligible to enter the 
Annies and Oscar races.  

The entire point of the picnic is that everyone is 
welcome.  All that is required is that everyone from 
small children to the oldest person comes and has fun. If 
you are at Annecy next year be sure to save Saturday for 
the picnic. 
Next year Annecy will be held from 10-15 June.  You 
can find out more about this year’s festival and when 
submissions for the 2019 edition will open at:  
www.annecy.org  

ENJOY A RICH VARIETY OF NEW ANIMATED 
SHORTS IN RON DIAMOND’S ANIMATION 

SHOW OF SHOWS 

by Karl Cohen 
 

ART BY “BASM”  Catch me if you can 
 

The 20TH Annual Animation Show of Shows opening 
in 4 local theatres November 2 offers a delightful blend 
of films that range from an exceptional sea faring drama, 
The Age of Sail, to a very funny goofy cartoon comedy, 
The Green Bird.  There are also handsome experimental 
images of a couple dancing in the sky in My Moon, and 
an ecologically poignant moment with a polar bear adrift 
on the sea in Polaris.  The innocent imagination of a 
child is suggested in Super Girl, a minute long poem 
created by by a preschooler.  In Grand Canyon we are 
overwhelmed not by the beauty of nature but by… (I’ll 
let it take you by surprise).  In short this collection of 
new films offers something for everyone.    

My favorite film was The Age of Sail, directed by John 
Kahrs and produced by Google.  Kahrs won an Oscar in 
2013 for his Pixar short Paperman and has animated on 
10 features for Pixar and Disney.  His new short is an 
action packed adventure with an old sea captain. It’s 
beautifully rendered sea and lighting effects are just as 
magnificent as the story.  It has qualified for an 
Academy Award nomination and it is certainly worthy 
of winning.  

Another Pixar animator, Trevor Jimenez, made 
Weekends in his spare time over a four year period.  It 
explores the two distinct lives the child is exposed to.  
He lives during the week with his quiet reserved mother 
who plays classical music on her piano, and weekends 
with his fun loving father whose taste for music and 
many other things suggests why this couple is separated.  

A completely different kind of film experience is 
Carlotta’s Face by Valentin Riedl and Frédéric Schuld 
from Germany.  It is a sensitive portrayal of a woman 
with prosopagnosia.  An online dictionary defines it as 

“a neurological condition characterized by the inability 
to recognize the faces of familiar people.”  The film is a 
fascinating work of semi-abstract visuals.  Knowing in 
advance what the condition is gives understanding to the 
films unusual visuals.  
 
One Small Step by Andrew Chesworth and Bobby 
Pontillas opens with a heart-warming fantasy of a child 
dreaming of being an astronaut. The dream sequence of 
flying into space and to the moon with her father in a 
cardboard box is quite wonderful, but dreams can be 
shattered.   The film has a poignant lesson about the 
importance of studying hard in school. 
 
From CAL Arts exceptional animation program comes 
the film Barry, who just happens to be an extremely 
intelligent goat who wants to be a medical doctor.  From 
a school in Estonia comes one of the weirdest films 
imaginable.  A Table Game by Nicolás Petelski from 
Spain, studying with Priit Parn.  He has created a strange 
surreal four minute experience that defies a rational 
explanation.     

Veronica Solomon from Germany has created Love Me, 
Fear Me, an impressive symbolic acrobatic pas de deux 
between two dancers made of clay!  It conveys a wide 
range of emotions such as love, hatred, joy, fear and 
others with powerful visuals.  The manipulation of the 
material is exceptional as the visuals flow smoothly and 
at times seems to defy gravity.   

The 20th annual The Animation Show of Shows was 
created by Ron Diamond to share his love for this great 
creative art with the public.  His mission is to educate 
people that animation can be more than entertainment 
for kids.  It can be a remarkable art form.  In the past 
Ron showed his programs of innovative shorts to 



appreciative audiences at animation studios and schools; 
however, in 2015 he began to broaden his distribution to 
theaters around the world.   

If you haven’t seen any of his past shows and wonder if 
they really are something you might enjoy, you may not 
love every work as out tastes vary widely, but the overall 
quality is excellent and past shows have included 38 
films that went on to receive Academy Award® 
nominations and 11 went on to win Oscars®. Most of 
the films have distinguished themselves by winning 
honors at other film festivals. 

THE ANIMATION SHOW OF SHOWS was founded 
and curated by producer Ron Diamond.  He funds the 
programs through private benefactors, from successful 
Kickstarter campaigns and with donations from 
animation studios. The Animation Show of Shows, Inc. 
is a 501(c 3) not-for-profit organization founded in 2015 
for the express purposes of increasing public awareness 
of exemplary international animated shorts and restoring 
and preserving important short animations from the 
past.  

 

 
Age of Sail * - John Kahrs, U.S. 

THE 20th ANIMATION SHOW OF SHOWS 
engagements start Friday, November 2, 2018 

 

Vogue Theatre, 3290 Sacramento Street, San Francisco 
Ron Diamond will be at the Vogue on Friday night, Nov. 2 at 7:30 and Sat 2:30 to introduce 

 the show & do a Q&A after. One of the Producers from Google Spotlight Stories film “Age of Sail” at Fri. show. 
Friday-Sunday: (2:30), 5:00, 7:30 and Monday-Thursday: 5:00, 7:30 https://www.facebook.com/events/1688836821239231/ 

 

The New Parkway, 474 24th St, Oakland 
 Ron Diamond will be present the Sunday Nov 4th show at 5:40PM and do a Q & A  

Nov. 2 to Nov. 8, TBA:  https://www.facebook.com/events/1150049718482161/ 
 

Lark Theatre, 549 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur 
Fri. Nov. 2, 9 PM, Sat. Nov. 3 - 4:30 & 6:45, additional shows & dates TBA  

Ron Diamond will introduce the Sat 6:45 show & do a Q & A 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2229664477318712/ 

 

Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., San Francisco 

 
One Show Only - Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 3:15 PM 

 Ron Diamond will introduce the Show in person and lead a Q&A afterwards 
Roxie Facebook event:   https://www.facebook.com/events/171269930450874/ 

 
 
 
 



PROGRAM (98 min. long) 
The Green Bird * Maximilien Bougeois, Quentin Dubois, Marine Goalard, Irina Nguyen, Pierre Perveyrie, France 
One Small Step * - Andrew Chesworth, Bobby Pontillas, U.S. 
Grands Canons-  Alain Biet, France 
Barry- Anchi Shen, U.S.            
Super Girl - Nancy Kangas, Josh Kun, U.S. 
Love Me, Fear Me - Veronica Solomon, Germany 
Business Meeting- Guy Charnaux, Brazil 
Flower Found in the Netherlands!- Jorn Leeuwerink, Netherlands 
Bullets- Nancy Kangas, Josh Kun, U.S. 
A Table Game- Nicolás Petelski, Spain 
Carlotta's Face - Valentin Riedl, Frédéric Schuld, Germany 
Polaris- Hikari Toriumi, U.S. 
My Moon- Eusong Lee, U.S. 
Weekends* - Trevor Jimenez, U.S.  
Age of Sail * - John Kahrs, U.S.   (Films with a * have qualified for an Academy Award consideration)  

Official website:   http://www.AnimationShowofShows.com 
Trailer:  https://www.facebook.com/AnimationShowOfShows/videos/441156396290715/ 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AnimationShowOfShows 
 
 

ASIFA‐SF IS A VOLUNTEER RUN ASSOCIATION 

Newsletter Editor: Karl Cohen 

Contributors include Nancy Denny‐Phelps 

Next month’s cover illustration will be by Ricci Carrasquillo 

Proofreader: Pete Davis 
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ASIFA‐SF is a chapter of: Association Internationale du Film d’Animation with almost 40 chapters around the 
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