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SF DOC FEST 2020 WILL SHOW ‘ANIMATION 
OUTLAWS’ ONLINE PLUS TWO OTHER 
FEATURES THAT USE SOME ANIMATION The 
festival runs from Sept. 3 to Sept. 20 and details will be 
found at https://sfdocfest2020.eventive.org/films 

Animation Outlaws is by local filmmaker Kat 
Alioshin.  It uses lots of short interviews with animators 
to tell the story of the Spike and Mike animation 
festivals.  They introduced thousands of people to the 
world of independent animation.  The interviews include 
the creative talents behind Beavis and Butthead, 
Wallace and Gromit, Happy Tree Friends, and dozens 
of other memorable films.  Spike and Mike were two 
hippies in college that promoted rock shows until they 
discovered they could make a living by producing and 
promoting their one-of-a-kind animation programs.  
There had been other animation festivals before they got 
their start, but they added the element of playful fun.  
They got their audiences to hit giant balls around the 
theatre and did silly things on the stage.  One hit was 
Scottie the wonderful shredding dog.  They also had 
guest animation stars on stage including voice actress 
June Foray and British animator Nick Park.  Their 
festivals helped launched the careers of today’s 
animation legends.  

Animation Outlaws is a finely crafted 
documentary that shows wonderful moments of 
excellent films and a few clips from weird works. (68 
min)   

Note, the DVD is $1134 and the Blu-ray $13.29 
from Amazon.  For a TV news story about the feature:  
https://abc7.com/animation-outlaws-cartoon-spike-
and-mike-decker/6322693/ 
 A Place to Breathe by local filmmaker and 
subject Michelle Steinberg from Oakland is said to be a 
powerful documentary that explores the universality of 
trauma and resilience through the eyes of immigrant and 
refugee health care practitioners and patients.  
Combining cinema vérité portraits of different personal 
journeys and animation, the film highlights the creative 
strategies by which immigrant communities in the U.S. 
survive and thrive. (87 min) 

Roy's World: Barry Gifford's Chicago by Rob 
Christopher.  The Bay Area’s Barry Gifford is hailed as 

the “William Faulkner of film noir B-movies.”  He is 
also a poet and writer of torrid paperbacks.  Gifford has 
given the world more than forty works including the 
Sailor and Lula novels that inspired David Lynch’s Wild 
At Heart. Director Rob Christopher brilliantly brings to 
life Gifford’s autobiographical collection, The Roy 
Stories, capturing his childhood in a vanished 1950s 
Chicago through a jazzy, impressionistic combination of 
beguiling archive footage, animation and spoken word 
(by Willem Dafoe, Matt Dillon, and Lili Taylor). (75 
min) 
 General Information about DocFest: The 19th 
San Francisco Documentary Film Festival (SF DocFest) 
will take place online via Eventive. Tickets are available 
at sfindie.com. Regular tickets are $10. The DocPass, 
good for all screenings and parties at the Film Festival, 
is $150. For more info, contact DocFest at 415-662-
FEST or info@sfindie.com.  
 

 
Bison in the Lamar Valley 

LITTLE FLUFFY CLOUDS IS COMPLETING 
‘YELLOWSTONE 88 – SONG OF FIRE’ It is a five 

minute short about the fire that engulfed sections of the 
park in 1988.  The picture is now locked. Actor Peter 
Coyote reads the narrative poem that Betsy wrote.  He 
has recorded it remotely via Stephen Barncard's studio in 
Sebastapol.  Stephen was a recording engineer for the 
Dead, CSN&Y, Van Morrison, Joni Mitchell etc., back 
in the day. Little Fluffy Clouds is a local animation 
studio run by Betsy de Fries and Jerry van de Beek   
www.littlefluffyclouds.com 

 
WAS YOSEMITE SAM JEWISH? You probably saw 
Trump saying “Yo Semite” for the park name. This 
apparently has led to a discussion asking if Yosemite 
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Sam was Jewish.  https://melmagazine.com/en-
us/story/yo-semites-yosemite-sam-jewish-roots 
 

 
BILL PLYMPTON IS A STAR OF THE 

CRITERION CHANNEL 
Bill has been called “The King of Indie 

Animation.”  That tag is based on his long record of 
successes since Your Face, his first independent short 
was given an Oscar nomination in 1987.  His 
wonderfully weird creations are unmistakable: the 
wriggly, hand-sketched style, his warped humor, and 
endlessly shape-shifting, transmogrifying images that 
are the hallmarks of his singularly bizarre and brilliant 
imagination. 

He started his professional career as a 
newspaper and magazine cartoonist, but when he 
discovered animation and there was an audience for his 
twisted shorts he was hooked on a new career.  Since 
then he has created dozens of shorts and features and 
has gained a worldwide cult following.  

A self-described “blend of Magritte and R. 
Crumb,” Plympton is a one-of-a-kind auteur of the 
absurd, an underground animation hero whose films 
hold a funhouse mirror up to the innate strangeness of 
everyday reality. 

Criterion plans to show his features The Tune 
(1992), I Married a Strange Person! (1997), Mutant 
Aliens (2001), Hair High (2004), Idiots and Angels 
(2008), Cheatin’(2013) and Revengeance (2016).  
They will also show his shorts Your Face (1987), One 
of Those Days (1988), 25 Ways to Quit Smoking 
(1989), How to Kiss (1988), Push Comes to Shove 
(1991), The Wiseman (1991), How to Make Love to a 
Woman (1996), Sex and Violence (1997), Guard Dog 
(2004), The Fan and The Flower (2005), Guide Dog 
(2006), Hot Dog (2008), Santa, the Fascist Years 
(2008), Horn Dog (2009), and The Cow Who Wanted 
to Be a Hamburger (2010). 
 The first screening of Bill’s work was on Aug. 
30.  Future screening dates have not been posted yet.   

The Criterion Channel's other August 
highlights were 21 films from the Australia’s New 

Wave, four documentaries by Ron Mann, three 
films from director Bill Gunn, 11 films from Wim 
Wenders, and 16 documentaries from Les Blank.  
https://www.criterion.com  For a 14-day free trial, 
head over to: https://www.criterionchannel.com/ 

 
 

FIND OUT ABOUT A STOP-MOTION FEATURE 
IN DEVELOPMENT They launched a Kickstarter 
campaign on August 25 for the stop-motion feature The 
Inventor.  The film is about Leonardo Da Vinci, written 
and directed by Jim Capobianco (Ratatouille, Mary 
Poppins 2D part) who received an Oscar nomination for 
writing on Ratatouille.  The crew has worked on 
Nightmare Before Christmas, Coraline, Isle of Dogs 
and Frankenweenie. The film’s Kickstarter page is 
TheInventorFilm.com 
 

 
‘HOOPS’ IS NETFLIX’S LATEST COMEDY FOR 
ADULTS Netflix's new adult animated comedy offers 
an obscenity-filled look at a rag-tag high school 
basketball team.  Phil Lord and Christopher Miller are 
among its executive producers and according to the 
Hollywood Reporter, “Ron Funches plays a big-hearted 
assistant basketball coach dating his best friend's soon-
to-be ex-wife. But, like so many Funches projects, 
Hoops suffers from not putting its best asset front and 
center — well, that and struggling to find heart in a story 
filled with generally awful, foul-mouthed cartoon 
people.”  Variety also failed to like it. 
 
DISNEY+ NOW HAS OVER 100 MILLION 
SUBSCRIBERS, BUT $4.7 BILLION IN LOSSES 
FOR THE LAST QUARTER CEO Bob Chapek 
presented the troubling news along with plans to offer 
the live-action remake of Mulan on Disney+ for an 
additional fee of $29.99.  Investors liked the news so the 
stock went up 5%!  How would you feel if you had just 
lost a mere $4.7 billion?  Meanwhile Sony turned a 
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small profit in the same quarter.  They made $230 
million.   

 
COMEDY CENTRAL IS DEVELOPING A 
GENERATION X REVIVAL They are producing a 
new series of The Ren & Stimpy Show with a new 
director and writers.  Their press release stresses neither 
Bob Camp, nor any of the original show artists, had been 
contacted or asked to return.  John K., who created the 
show, got involved in a legal action with two underage 
girls in the 1990s.  

The revival will also try to exploit other shows 
from the past including Mike Judge’s Beavis and Butt-
Head, Daria and Jodie.  Judge said on a press release, 
“It seemed like the time was right to get stupid again.”  
Comedy Central also runs South Park and Clone High.   
 
SEE 25 EXCELLENT WORKS OF LITERATURE 
THAT HAVE BEEN TURNED INTO IMPRESSIVE 
ANIMATED SHORTS A website called Open Culture 
has a wide range of writers represented from Gogol’s 
deadly serious The Nose to the delightfully silly The 
Family that Dwelt Apart by E. B. White.  It is a wide 
range of writers including Franz Kafka, Herman Hesse, 
Ernest Hemingway, Emily Dickinson, Ray Bradbury and 
others. http://www.openculture.com/2016/12/25-
animations-of-great-literary-works.html 
 
OPEN CULTURE HAS OTHER EXCELLENT 
ANIMATION TO CHECK OUT Works range from 
silent era to the present including lots of classics from 
Europe.  http://www.openculture.com/free-animated-
films 
 
AMC THEATRES AND UNIVERSAL HAVE 
RESOLVED THEIR DIFFERENCES The new 
agreement will allow the studio's movies to be made 
available on premium video-on-demand after 17 days of 
play in cinemas (three weekends).  The deal shatters the 
longstanding policy that allowed AMC in the past to run 
new releases from Universal for nearly three months on 
the big screen before making films available for home 
release.   

The new contract will give AMC a share of the 
revenue from PVOD in exchange for agreeing to the new 
timetable.  The theatre chain was hit hard by the 
pandemic so this deal ensures AMC will benefit if movie 

fans decide to forego seeing new releases in theatres. 
Also AMC feared going bankrupt due to the pandemic 
so they were able to find new institutional investors. 

 

 
LAIKA STUDIOS LAYOFFS About 56 employees 
were let go at the Oregon-based studio, which says 
it intends to rehire "at a future date when we can 
expand the number of people we can safely have in 
our buildings."   

In April, as business closures went into effect 
across the country, the studio's president and CEO 
Travis Knight told staffers that the studio would 
temporarily shutter but keep employees on the payroll 
amid the crisis. The company employs 362 staffers at 
its Hillsboro, Oregon office, with only essential staff 
on-site and the majority working remotely. 
 

 
MORE DINOSAURS ARE TERRORIZING 
JURASSIC PARK Netflix and DreamWorks Animation 
will premiere Jurassic World: Camp Cretaceous globally 
on September 18 on Netflix. The thrilling new action 
adventure flick is for viewers bold enough to be part of this 
dangerous journey.  It is set at the same time as the 2015 
blockbuster Jurassic World.  It follows six teenagers on a 
once-in-a-lifetime adventure.  I think you know what to 
expect.  To milk the project for all its worth this is an eight-
episode CG animated series.  See a 1 minute teaser at 
http://www.animationscoop.com/dreamworks-
announces-jurassic-world-camp-cretaceous-
september-debut-on-netflix/ 

http://www.openculture.com/2016/12/25-animations-of-great-literary-works.html
http://www.openculture.com/2016/12/25-animations-of-great-literary-works.html
http://www.openculture.com/free-animated-films
http://www.openculture.com/free-animated-films
http://www.animationscoop.com/dreamworks-announces-jurassic-world-camp-cretaceous-september-debut-on-netflix/
http://www.animationscoop.com/dreamworks-announces-jurassic-world-camp-cretaceous-september-debut-on-netflix/
http://www.animationscoop.com/dreamworks-announces-jurassic-world-camp-cretaceous-september-debut-on-netflix/


 
EVOLUTION OF CINEMA DINOSAURS see lots of 
clips from 1920 to 2015.  Video is full of fun clips.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hxSws2W0-E 

 
LATEST MUPPETS SHOW ON DISNEY+ 
GETS A HO HUM REVIEW The last show 
wasn’t well received so the new program is better 
liked as it is closer to their variety/sketch roots than 
the disappointing 2015 ABC sitcom.  Hollywood 
Reporter said Muppets Now “has a healthy number of 
laughs, reasonable all-ages appeal and a handful of 
memorable moments through the four half-hour episodes 
sent to critics. Still, Muppets Now feels like it's using 
maybe a tenth of the brand's potential, failing to 
capitalize on what ought to be TV's deepest ensemble of 
scene-stealers.”  
 
to hit more than 

 
ANIMA, THE BRUSSELS ANIMATION FILM 

FESTIVAL 
21 February to 1 March 2020,  Brussels, 

Belgium 
Getting the 2020 Festival Season Off to a Good 

Start by Nancy Denney Phelps 
Anima Brussels signals that another year of festivals has 
begun for me.  The festival is my home festival, so it is 
near and dear to my heart.  I can always look forward to 
10 days of exceptionally high-quality programming and 
the 2020 edition was no exception. 

Dogs have always had an important role in 
animated films.  On opening night master storyteller 
Anca Damian’s charming film Marona’s Fantastic 
Tale, a dog story with a difference was screened.  In the 
film, Marona, a small mixed breed stray dog, looks back 

on her life after suffering a serious accident.  She 
remembers her puppyhood, times on the street, and her 
various masters who she has given her unconditional 
love to.  Written by  

 
Anca Damian and Theodore Ushev 

Anca’s son Anghel Damian and coupled with her 
beautiful animation, the film tells a story that will touch 
even the hardest heart. 

The story is not only entertaining, but it also has 
a lot to teach us about life.  Anca describes the film as a 
modern-day fairytale about the big and little things in 
life.    She goes on to say “The destiny of Marona is both 
simple and essential, individual and universal.  Live in 
the present; enjoy the small things; stay deeply 
connected to others – these are a dog’s lessons of 
happiness for humans”.  Even though Marona’s 
Fantastic Tale has a very clear message, it is not 
preachy.  It is a film that will be thoroughly enjoyed by 
the entire family without being the usual “family-
friendly” pablum. 
Anca works in both live-action and animation often 
tackling difficult subjects.  Her 2011 Crulic: The Path 
to Beyond is a biographical film about Claudiu Crulic, a 
Romanian citizen who died in a Polish prison while on a 
hunger strike.  Her 2015 film The Magic Mountain is an 
animated documentary combined with adventure and 
fairy tale elements.  It is the story of Adam Jacek 
Winkler, a Polish anti-communist who fought against the 
Soviet Union in the Soviet-Afghan war in the 1980s.  
She is currently in pre-production on her new project 
titled The Island.  It is an animated adult feature film on 
the topic of immigrants, refugees from African and 
Arabic countries that are currently flooding into Europe. 
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Jacob, Mimi and the Talking Dogs is another 
feature-length film where dogs play a major role.  
Latvian director Edmunds Jansons introduces us to 
Jacob, Mimi and a pack of talking dogs led by a dog 
aptly enough named Boss. 

Jacob is sent to spend the summer with his 
know-it-all cousin Mimi and Uncle Eagle.  At first, 
things don’t go well at all for Jacob.  The change from 
city life in downtown Riga to the old historic suburb of 
Maskachka is extreme for him and Uncle Eagle’s 
parenting style is unique, to say the least. 

Everything changes when Jacob learns that 
Mimi’s favorite local park is about to be demolished and 
turned into a high rise building.  He agrees to help his 
cousin come up with a way to stop the construction.  
Using the skills he has learned from his architect father 
and help from the band of talking dogs, who befriend 
Jacob and Mimi, they take on the corporate 
conglomerate that is threatening Maskachka’s quaint 
way of life.  The moral of the film is that anyone, no 
matter what your age, can make a positive impact on 
their community if they are willing to work hard and are 
open to a little creative thinking. 

On a personal note, something that I thoroughly 
enjoyed about the film was the extremely accurate way 
that the film portrayed the Maskachka district.  I stayed 
with friends in that area on a visit to Riga so I have seen 
the wooden houses that are still occupied that are shown 
in the film.  The district derives its name from Maskavas 
iela (Moscow Street) which runs through the entire 
district.  It was the only area in Riga where Jews were 
allowed to live during WW II, when Riga was occupied 
by German Nazis. 

 
Old Man Cartoon Movie 

I am a big fan of Estonian animation so I 
couldn’t miss the 85 minute Old Man Cartoon Movie.  I 
laughed so hard throughout the entire film and so did the 
rest of the packed Anima audience.  Osker Lehemaa and 
Mikk Magi have created a totally crazy, absurdist dark 
comedy road movie unlike any other I have ever seen 
about the hunt for a milk cow who is let out of the barn 
by bored grandkids.  The cow goes off to discover the 
world and grandpa, in his electric wheelchair, with 
grandkids in tow, takes to the road to find her. 

They have 24 hours to find the rogue bovine 
before her unmilked udder explodes which would create 
a massive lacto-nuclear mushroom.  Along the way, the 
group encounters a hippie festival in the woods, forest 
monsters, and a disgruntled lumberjack not to mention a 
mysterious “milkman” who also wants the cow for 

himself.  Somehow we are led to believe by the film that 
all of these dangers are commonly found in the Estonian 
countryside. 

Old Man Cartoon Movie won the feature film 
Audience Award at Anima Brussels.  Upon learning of 
the award Osker Lehemaa said “We were a bit anxious 
over whether foreigners would accept the film and 
understand the Old Man’s Estonian style humor.  It’s a 
pleasure to know that the Old Man can make people 
laugh beyond Estonia”.  This screening was the first time 
that the film has been shown outside of Estonia. 

In the short film competition, I was captivated 
by French animator Florentine Grelier’s Mon Juke-Box.  
I have always loved juke-boxes so Florentine’s sweet 
15-minute homage to her father struck just the right 
chord with me.  The film uses a broken vintage Jupiter 
juke-box, one of the Rolls-Royce brands of juke-boxes, 
to bring us into the world of Florentine and her father. 

As the film progresses we learn that her juke-
box salesman and repairman father, Roland, has had a 
varied career but the longest-lasting is his juke-box shop.  
When her Jupiter, a birthday gift from her father, breaks 
down she naturally calls him to repair it and so begins a 
trip into the past with Florentine and her father telling 
their story in their own voices. 

She told me that the film came about because 
“One day I heard, just by chance, an old piece of rock 
and roll and without understanding why, I found myself 
crying.  Then I asked myself a terrible question, who 
will repair the juke-boxes when my father is gone?”  The 
song that she heard was one of her father’s favorites that 
he frequently played on his juke-box at home. 

To recreate the colors and atmosphere of her 
Jupiter, Florentine used a combination of 2D animation 
with paper cut-outs and under the camera animation. She 
said that “The paper cut-outs let me keep the colors and 
light of the juke-box while the abstract animation was 
painted on glass”. 

During the making of the film, she told me that 
“I rediscovered my childhood hero in a new light.  I told 
her that as I watched the film unfold I thought that her 
father is someone that I would like to meet.  She told me 
that the next time I come to Paris she would be happy to 
introduce me to him. I am looking forward to meeting 
him and even though he doesn’t speak any English I 
have a feeling that we will be able to communicate just 
fine. 

Mon Juke-Box received a Special Mention from 
the Anima Brussels jury.  The film was also awarded the 
Andre-Martin Award for a French short film at Annecy 
in 2019 and was shortlisted for the Caesars which is the 
French National Film Awards. 

This year the festival inaugurated a VR 
competition that had its own separate jury.  There were 5 
immersive narrative experiences that you could make a 
special reservation to experience.  For me, the most 
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exciting was Gloomy Eyes Parts 1, 2 and 3.  Created by 
the Argentinean duo Jorge Tereso and Fernand 
Maldonado, it is set in 1983 on a cold night in Woodland 
City where being a zombie is still illegal.  Like all of his 
kind, Gloomy is in hiding in the forest, away from 
bounty hunters.  It is a quiet night, but still, he tries to 
stay out of sight. 

As the story unfolds in diorama scenes that the 
viewer can actually lean into using the VR headset, 
Gloomy meets a human girl, Neka, and they fall in love.  
This, of course, is forbidden in their world.  The premise 
of the story is that the sun got tired of humanity and hid 
vowing to never rise again.  Together the star-crossed 
lovers may hold the key to bringing light to the endless 
night in Woodland City. 

Gloomy Eyes is technically and artistically well 
done, playing with shadows and light most effectively.  
It uses spotlights to direct your eyes to only one 
concentrated point at a time, not to a lot of background 
scenery, so your focus is on the characters and storyline.  
A flash of light or a wildly animated shadow directs your 
eyes to follow the action as you slowly rotate around 360 
degrees sitting in a swivel chair or standing up and 
turning.  The Gothic tale Gloomy Eyes Part 1, 2 and 3 is 
narrated by the gravedigger who is voiced by the very 
recognizable voice of Colin Ferrell. 

Futuranima is the professional and business arm 
of the festival devoted to masterclasses, presentations by 
studios, and everything in between.  Comic books are an 
important art form in Belgium.  Many of these comics 
are the basis of European animated films.  At a Creative 
Pitch Session several comic book publishers, who own 
the licensing rights to a large number of comics that 
have never been adapted for the screen, presented a wide 
range of the comics that they have available for studios, 
producers, and broadcasters to adapt to the screen. 

Jonas Odell is known primarily for his animated 
documentaries and music videos.  His latest project is as 
Creative Director of The Chapel.  Jonas and Johan 
Edstrom introduced their new project at Futuranima.  
Founded in early 2019 with two of his close friends and 
colleagues, Johan Edstrom and Niklas Adolfsson, both 
Executive Producers, The Chapel is a full-service 
production company based in Stockholm.  Their main 
focus is commercial work at the present time but they 
also are willing to take on purely creative projects.  They 
aim for a high standard of craftsmanship while keeping 
the company flexible. 

At the present time, they have 8 animators on 
their roster.  Along with Odell, there are such well-
respected names as Niki Lindroth von Bahr whose 
award-winning films include The Burden and Bath 
House.  The Chapel is looking for creative young 
directors from throughout Europe to join them.  You can 
learn more about The Chapel on their website: 
www.thechapel.com 

Dutch animator and painter Hisko Hulsing, 
known for his masterly painting style on his films 
Seventeen (2003) and the powerful Junkyard (2012) 
was at Futuranima to talk about his latest project, 
Undone.  He is the director and production designer for 
the animated series Undone running on Amazon Prime 
Video.  This adult show, written by Kate Purdy and 
Raphael Bob-Waksberg of BoJack Horseman fame, has 
already been picked up for a second season with the 
writing almost completed. 

The story revolves around a young Texas 
woman, Alma, who is dissatisfied with her boring, 
everyday life.  Although she is surrounded by loving 
family and a boyfriend, she feels that the only person 
that could really understand her state of mind is her dead 
father, Jacob.  After a near-fatal car crash, Alma’s world 
is turned upside down reconnecting her with her dead 
father as she comes out of a coma. 

Hisko talked about traveling back and forth to 
Hollywood where Undone is shot from his home in 
Amsterdam, where he created the artwork for the series 
along with occasional side trips to Austin, Texas where 
additional artwork was being done at Minnow Mountain 
Studio.  At one point in the creation of the background 
artwork, 150 artists worked on the series creating 800 oil 
paintings for the backgrounds.  The 17thCentury Dutch 
masters’ painting style backgrounds were then combined 
with very modern techniques used to animate the 
characters.  Almost every background has been drawn or 
painted by an artist giving the series a unique handmade 
look.  According to Hisko the second season will use the 
same actors but go in a different direction.  What 
direction he wasn’t at liberty to say. 

Anima had a screening of all 8 of the 20-minute 
episodes from season one of the Annie nominated series.  
If you have not seen Undone yet I suggest that you 
check it out. 

This year Camera-etc. celebrated its 40th 
anniversary.  Founded in 1979 in Liege, Belgium by 
producer/director Jean-Luc Slock, it is a noted animation 
workshop that produces and co-produces films, 
organizes workshops, has artist’s residencies and 
internships as well as working in schools to bring the art 
of creating animation to young students.  In addition to 
its activities in Belgium, Camera-etc. also conducts 
workshops in Burkina Faso, the Congo, Palestine, and 
Cuba to name just a few of the far-flung countries that it 
has initiated projects in. 

To commemorate their 40th anniversary, 
Camera-etc. mounted an exhibition titled Creative 40 
featuring artwork and puppets from some of their 
notable films from their 40-year history.  The festival 
also screened a program of 8 of their latest productions.  
Sadly, plans for the exhibition to be on display at a 
gallery in Liege after the festival had to be canceled due 
to the quarantine.  It wouldn’t be an anniversary without 
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a party and Camera-etc. and Jean-Luc threw a lovely 
affair with drinks, snacks, and a massive cake at the 
festival. 

This year there was a focus on Melusine 
Productions and its partner Studio 352 in Luxembourg.  
Founded in 1997 by Stephan Roelants, Melusine 
Productions produced or co-produced some recent 
animated films that have already become classics such as 
Song of the Sea, The Breadwinner, Ethel and Ernest, and 
my particular favorite Ernest and Celestine.  As part of 
the tribute to the renowned production company, 6 of 
their best-known films were screened. 

Anima Brussels is held annually during the 
Carnival Week holiday.  This means that the early part 
of the day was devoted to screenings for young people.  
Throughout the entire length of the festival, workshops 
for children were conducted by Zorobabel Collective.  
You can see the films created by the workshop 
participants on the festival website. 

The big news at the closing night ceremony was 
that Festival Director Doris Cleven is stepping down.  
She will be sorely missed but she is leaving the festival 
in the very competent hands of Evelyne Robiette, Helen 
Leclercq, Dominique Seutin, and Karin Vandenrydt.  
Over the past few years each of the four ladies have 
played an increasingly major role in the festival 
organization so it is assured that the festival will retain 
the high quality of its programming. 

I want to thank the entire staff for making my 
time at Anima Brussels such a pleasure.  I would 
especially like to thank Karin Vandenrydt for all of her 
many acts of kindnesses toward me. Even though she is 
so busy tending to the juries she always finds some time 
to answer my numerous questions. 

Throughout the festival, there is always so much 
going on that it is impossible to see and do everything.  
You can check out more about the festival on their 
website:   www.animafestival.be (it is in French) 

The 40th-anniversary edition of Anima Brussels 
will take place from the 12th to the 21st of February 2021. 
Note: Nancy didn’t know that Anima Brussels would be 
the last live festival she would attend in the upcoming 
weeks; however animation events have kept her busy.  
Details/surprises start in next month’s newsletter.   
 
WANT TO CREATE PART OF A QUICK 
ANIMATED WORK SUPPORTING FREEDOM IN 
BELARUS? The idea is to create a collaborative 
animated film where every animator/animation director 
will make a 3-5 second clip for a short that relates to the 
country’s the white and red flag. The duration can be up 
to 10 sec if your idea requires it. 

Nancy Phelps wrote, “We all are aware of the 
terrible arrests and atrocities being carried out in 
Belarus.  Animator Yulia Ruditskaya has launched a 
project to create a collaborative animation that will be 

projected onto walls in Minsk, the capital of Belarus, 
and in New York City.” 

“Yulia is inviting animators from around the 
world to join her.  Remember time is short so please read 
all the details and how you can participate on my blog:” 
www.awn.com/blogs/sprockets 

 

THE NOTORIOUS SIGGRAPH PARTY AT THE 

NIXON LIBRARY WAS 27 YEARS AUG. 5, 1993 

The infamous SIGGRAPH party titled Nailed: An 
Evening on the Cultural Frontier was held when the 
very conservative Nixon Library was approached about 
the party and told that it was a limited invitation event 
sponsored by ILM and Silicon Graphics. What could go 
wrong?  What they got was 3,000 drunken, pot smoking 
hippies and computer nerds.  The grounds were 
festooned with scantily clad Brazilian Carnival dancers, 
sword swallowers, Japanese Taiko drummers, and the 
bands Red Hot Chili Peppers and Fishbone. LSD guru 
Timothy Leary held a mock exorcism over Nixon’s 
birthplace.  SIGGRAPH Orlando chapter president said 
“It was wonderful! I doubt Richard Nixon would have 
appreciated any of this!”  Thanks Tom Sito, a former 
Disney director and chair of USC’s Animation 
Department, for his colorful account of what happened. 

AN ASIFA MEMBER WAS AT THE SIGGRAPH 
PARTY He told us “I was there, to such an extent, that I 
can't remember quite a bit of the event. We were guests 
of ILM and SGI because Jurassic Park was huge; 
dinosaurs had been made of pixels, on SGIs.”  

“The tiny house and furnishings in which Nixon 
was spawned had been moved to the library grounds, 
with its door to the iniquitous bed room open. Separated 
from the open door by a small pathway, was the hole in 
which Pat Nixon had been planted, with another next to 
it waiting for its tenant. There was a security guard 
protecting it, which was wise, because the host bar had 
no time for mixed drinks or refills, and simply asked 
what you wanted and filled a 16 oz. red plastic cup, and 
there was a waiting line for restrooms.”  

http://www.animafestival.be/
http://www.awn.com/blogs/sprockets


“Leary may have been successful in his 
exorcism. Within a year, Tricky Dicky was planted next 
to Pat.” 
 

 
EXPLORE AN UNUSUAL ONLINE ART EXHIBIT 
To the Death by former Colossal Pictures Tim Boxell is 
in a virtual exhibit at 111 Minna Gallery.  It honors the 
50th anniversary of Last Gasp!!  The show can be seen 
online at https://111minnagallery.com/last-gasp-50th-
anniversary-group-show/ 
 
OCTOBER 5th – 9th GLAS 2020 FESTIVAL 
SHOWCASE They write, “We want to bring a flavor of 
the festival to your homes, and share with our 
community the core of the festival: the shorts programs. 
We’re taking the competition selections and panoramas 
of the GLAS 2020 festival edition online October 5-9th 
over on our Twitch. 
https://www.twitch.tv/glasanimation 
 
PIXAR’S ‘LOOP’ WINS BEST OF SHOW AT 
SIGGRAPH 2020 The short was directed by Erica 
Milsom.  The story focuses on a chatty boy and a non-
verbal girl, learning to understand each other.  The short 
was released on Disney+ last January.  
 

THE HIROSHIMA FESTIVAL WAS HELD 
ONLINE The grand prize went to Daughter, a film Ron 
Diamond showed us last year.  There were 2339 entries 
this year.  See a clip:  
https://vimeo.com/451065425/4b59a3f44e 
 

A STRANGE PRECODE PAUL TERRY 

CARTOON TITLED ‘FARMER ALFALFA’S APE 

GIRL’ https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=LFZ2rX4vA5g  

FANTOCHE 2020 & OTTAWA INTERNATIONAL 

Check their websites for details. Their websites are 
confusing, but both will be online in Sept.  

BILL PLYMPTON WRITES ‘We re-opened our NYC 
studio for business in early June and resumed production 
on several projects,  Some have already been completed, 

and others that began during "quaran-tooning" are still in 
progress. 

The first project completed after re-opening our 
studio was Odd Duck, a music video for Pearring Sound, 
featuring Jeff Pearring playing saxophone. 

Bill has animated music videos before, but never 
[in the jazz genre, so it was something of a departure, 
and a chance to create something very dreamlike and 
abstract through the use of water colors. Check it out at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Lt-u7Apdjw 

The next project completed at the studio was for 
Stand Up! Records and comedian Wendy Maybury.  The 
animated video is one of the stand-up routines on her 
new comedy album She's Not From Around Here. 

This was another opportunity to do something 
new, and cover in a somewhat abstract form some topics 
that aren't shown in movies (most of the time, anyway). 
The link below contains comedy with some adult humor 
in it, but you probably could have guessed that, right?  
See The Vagina Song on YouTube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbgAbKy-gGQ 

Check out the other comedy albums from Stand 
Up! Records here: https://standuprecords.com/ 

A new Matt Jaffe video has just been completed!  
You may recall that Bill made a music video for rising 
music star Matt Jaffe last year, called Wicked World. 
Well, another one has been completed, so watch for the 
next music video to premiere very soon!  

Finally, you can now catch the documentary The 
Brainwashing of My Dad, directed by Jen Senko, with 
animation by Bill Plympton, on all the major streaming 
services, in addition to the Gravitas Movies site. You 
can also stream the film on YouTube, Amazon, Google 
Play, Microsoft, Vudu, Tubi, or On Demand through 
your local cable provider.  See The Brainwashing of My 
Dad on iTunes: https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/the-
brainwashing-of-my-dad/id1082947540  There is an 
"Election Year Special Sale" from now until Tuesday, 
November 3.  You can rent the film on iTunes for only 
99 cents!  In addition, the purchase price is only 
$1.99!  This way you can watch it as many times as you 
want for less than 2 bucks!  Or "gift" it to a friend or 
family member that you've lost to Fox News or other 
right-wing media. 

 
Kre8tif! Virtual Conference 2020 from 7-10 

September 2020. - FREE 

We would love to invite everyone to our Kre8tif! Virtual 
Conference 2020 from 7-10 September 2020. 

Grab this opportunity to e-meet our distinguished 
speakers; Eric S. Calderon from Octopie Studios, Dylan 
Sisson from Pixar Animation Studios, Sidney Kombo-

https://111minnagallery.com/last-gasp-50th-anniversary-group-show/
https://111minnagallery.com/last-gasp-50th-anniversary-group-show/
https://glasanimation.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfb310cd928704010aa868ddb&id=42e2559dd9&e=1bbb57d341
https://vimeo.com/451065425/4b59a3f44e
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=LFZ2rX4vA5g
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Trip_to_the_Moon#cite_note-57
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=nii4owabb.0.0.kpup4rhab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D5Lt-u7Apdjw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=nii4owabb.0.0.kpup4rhab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DqbgAbKy-gGQ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=nii4owabb.0.0.kpup4rhab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fstanduprecords.com%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=nii4owabb.0.0.kpup4rhab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fus%2Fmovie%2Fthe-brainwashing-of-my-dad%2Fid1082947540
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=nii4owabb.0.0.kpup4rhab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fus%2Fmovie%2Fthe-brainwashing-of-my-dad%2Fid1082947540
https://111minnagallery.com/wp-content/uploads/To-The-Death-TimBoxell-1-scaled.jpg


Kitombo from Weta Digital, Steve Goldberg from Walt 
Disney Animations Studios and many more! 

Get your FREE PASS to Kre8tif! Virtual Conference 
2020 now! 

Visit https://kre8tif.com.my/ for more information. 

Ottawa International Animation Festival 

Discount 

To The International Animated Film Society 
San Francisco, 

  
We would like to invite members of ASIFA SF 

to get involved with the online edition of the The Ottawa 
International Animation Festival (OIAF) happening 
from September 23rd to October 4th. The OIAF has 
been one of the world’s leading animation events 
providing screenings, exhibits, workshops, and 
entertainment since 1976. 

 
Staff are working hard to take the things people 

love about the OIAF and adapt them to an at home 
experience. The Official Competition screenings will be 
a highlight, as well as artist talks and special screenings. 
The Animation Exposé Fair will be open with recruiters 
and animation schools among the exhibitors. The 
Animation Conference, OIAF’s industry event, will 
move online as well and will be offering delegates a 
chance to meet with industry executives from around the 
world. There is even a party and networking 
opportunities open to all OIAF attendees. 

 
We would like to offer ASIFA SF members a 

$10 discount off of the cost of the $60 Animapass. 
 
The Animapass features access to: 
• All Screenings and Talks. 
• The Animation Exposé Fair (featuring 

animation schools, recruiters, and more). 
• The virtual NightOwl Party. 
• Option to apply for inclusion in Artist Gallery 

(an opportunity for OIAF participants to showcase their 
work to studios and recruiters in attendance). 

 
Let members@asifa.sf.org if you would like to 

participate.  
For more information, head to our new website 

at www.oiaf2020.ca 
 
 
 
 

ASIFA-SF IS A VOLUNTEER RUN ASSOCIATION 
Newsletter Editor: Karl Cohen 
Contributors include Nancy Denney-Phelps 
Cover illustration by Ricci Carrasquillo 
Proofreaders Pete Davis  
Mailing Crew: Denise McEvoy, Shirley Smith  
Special thanks to Nancy Denney-Phelps for representing our 
chapter on the international ASIFA board, to Emily Berk our 
webmaster, and to Eihway Su who keeps our mailing list and 
does a dozen other things.  
ASIFA-SF is a chapter of: Association Internationale du 
Film d’Animation with almost 40 chapters around the 
world.  Membership is $26 a year with printed newsletter 
mailed to you or $21 a year if you want the e-mailed version.   
Our website and blog is: www.asifa-sf.org    
Mail can be sent to: karlcohen@earthlink.net 

Or to our recently changed snail mail address 
 ASIFA-SF c/o K. Cohen, 478 Frederick, SF CA 94117 
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